A Theology of Atonement
by: Ronald L. Dart

Good Afternoon. I got a letter a few weeks ago that did something unusual. It asked a
question I had not heard before. Just when you think you=ve heard it all, just when you=ve
had every sort of question, then along comes one that is new. This one had to do with the
Passover and the Day of Atonement. The letter allowed as how, since the Passover has to do
with the sacrifice of Christ which forgives us of our sins and washes out our guilt and
reconciles us to God. That there is no need for the Day of Atonement and therefore we
should not observe it. And in fact, in actually observing the Day of Atonement he suggested
that we might be crucifying Christ afresh, or that we might be having a redundancy that was
improper. Well I got to thinking about it, as I say what was also interesting by the way about
this was that if Passover and the Day of Atonement are redundant, it doesn=t necessarily
follow that you don=t keep the Day of Atonement. It could be that you keep the day of
Atonement and don=t keep the Passover couldn=t it? If you don=t need both of them? Does
anyone have any suggestions as to why it was that he decided he didn=t want to keep the Day
of Atonement? It=s fairly obvious as to why the decision for or against one holy day or
another went that way. I=ve run into some interesting, one other one that I had heard, was that
it was good to keep the Day of Atonement but there was no need any longer to fast on the
Day of Atonement.
Now the theological rational behind that is very unclear to me, but what is very clear
is that Jesus said plainly that when he was gone that his servants would fast. So, they would
fast but according to this other idea they would not fast on the Day of Atonement. Well, all
these things are you know just questions and more questions, but this one about the
redundancy of the Day of Atonement did raise I think a theological question that is worth
taking a look at. Jesus, before he died, some of his very last words were, it is finished. What
was finished? What was it that was over? Maybe more important, is there anything that was
not finished? Because when he says, it is finished, and this was his death, that was taking
place then the death is symbolized by the Passover. Is there any need for the Day of
Atonement? Of course I explained to the gentleman that if that were true then the same logic
that he was applying was true in the old testament and there wouldn=t be any need for the
Day of Atonement in the old testament either. But that was another question. Now there is
some important theology if you will hear.
I want you to turn back to 2Cor 5:17 and I guess we can call this A Theology of
Atonement. Or that is a theology of the day of Atonement in particular. In 2 Cor. 5:17
ATherefore if any man be in Christ he is a new creature. Old things are passed away. Behold
all things are become new. And all things are of God who has reconciled us to himself by

Jesus Christ and has given to us the ministry of reconciliation. Now, the word of atonement
is only used one place in the new testament in Rom. 5 but the idea of it is contained in this
word reconciliation. When new testament writers speak of the idea of atonement their term is
to reconcile, reconciliation, be reconciled and as he says here a ministry of reconciliation.
That the very work of the ministry is a work of atonement. It=s reaching out to people and
praying to them that they would be reconciled to God. So that God has reconciled us to
himself by Jesus Christ. And then in turn has given to us the ministry of atonement or the
ministry of reconciliation. To whit, Athat God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself.
Not imputing their trespasses unto them, and has committed to us the word of
reconciliation.@ That is the message, the teaching that man can be reconciled. ANow then we
are ambassadors for Christ as though God did beseech you by us, we pray you in Christs
stead.@ In other words this is as though, Jesus Christ is speaking in me and AI pray you be
reconciled to God. For he has made him to be sin for us who knew no sin that we might be
made the righteousness of God in him.@
Now the question is when was Christ made sin? The expression is a curious one isn=t
it? He didn=t say that he made him guilty of sin, he didn=t just say that he laid sin on him, he
didn=t just say that he imputed sin to him. He said he made him to be sin for us. When did he
do that? At birth? Before his ministry started? Toward the end of his ministry? The night of
his betrayal? When did this actually take place? Turn back to Galatians, just one quick verse,
Gal. 3:13 AChrist has redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us.@
What is the curse of the law? Well if you go back to the old testament you=ll find that there
was a point where God put one group of people on one mountain and another group of
people on another mountain and they shouted back and forth to each other the curses of the
law. Curses is the man that sets light by father and mother. Curses is the man, and here is the
law going back and forth, and the man who breaks the law is under a curse. In other words
sin is the curse. He made him to be sin, he made him a curse. He said, God had redeemed us
from the curse of the law being made a curse for us for as it is written, cursed is everyone
that hangs upon a tree. So Jesus was cursed when, now I say when, perhaps before, the exact
moment of it may not be that significant, but I think it was before he actually came upon the
cross. Because he was hanged on the cross because he was cursed.
When was he cursed? When was he made sin? When did it come upon him? Because
there was a point in time where Jesus was made sin, when he was made a curse. Preparatory
to being placed on the tree. It=s an important question. Isaiah 53 gives us a little bit further
clue in this regard. It=s a scripture that I=ve taken to using continuously every year in the
Passover service, which in many years gone by did not do, but it is inescapable in its
connection to the Passover. Oddly enough it=s also inescapable in its connection to the Day
of Atonement. Is. 53:1 AWho has believed our report? To whom is the arm of the Lord
revealed? For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant and as a root out of dry ground
he has no form nor comeliness and when we shall see him there is no beauty that we should
desire him. He is despised and rejected of men.@ Now in Christ youth he was not despised
and rejected of men. In fact all the way up until the time of the beginning of his ministry we

are told that he grew in grace and in favor with God and man. So that during his life prior to
the time that he began to preach, prior to the time that he began to condemn sin. Jesus was in
favor with man. Now we are told he is despised and rejected of man. AA man of pain, and
acquainted with sickness. And we hid as it were our faces from him, he was despised and we
esteemed him not. Surely he has born our pains, and carried our sicknesses. Yet we did
esteem him stricken, smitten of God and afflicted but he was wounded for our
transgressions.@
When was Jesus made sin? When did he come under the curse for us? It was before he
was wounded, because he was wounded for us. So he was made sin for us. AHe was wounded
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities. The chastisement of our peace was
upon him. And with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray. We have
turned every one to his own way, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.@ When?
When did God lay the iniquity of us all upon Jesus Christ? Before his death. Before his
suffering. Before his humiliation. Before or at his arrest. For the things that took place
through the humiliation, through the spitting, through the shame, through the torment,
through the beating, through the crown of thorns, through the crucifixion, every thing that
took place there was because he had been made sin for us. And he died for us. AHe was
oppressed, he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth, he was brought as a lamb to the
slaughter and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he opens not his mouth. He was
taken from prison and judgement, who=s going to declare his generation? For he was cut off
out of the land of the living for the transgression of my people was he stricken.@
That part is not too difficult to understand. And when Jesus at the very end, the very
last moment said my God, my God why have you forsaken me, he was forsaken because he
had been made sin. Because he had been made a curse, for cursed is everyone who is hanged
on a tree. When did it happen? Well I can=t pin it down to the exact moment but certainly we
have a pretty good idea of when it was. Now if you=ll turn back with me to Lev. 23, it=s the
commandment for the day that we will begin observing tomorrow night at sun down. In Lev
23:26 AAnd the Lord spoke to Moses saying, in the tenth day of the seventh month there
shall be a Day of Atonement.@
Actually of reconciliation. The word by the way means covering, not just
reconciliation, but a covering as in a cover up. He said a Day of Covering. AIt shall be an
holy convocation. And you shall afflict your souls.@ Which basically means fast, to afflict
your life is an idiomatic expression just as another way of saying fast. The bible is not very
precise about the exact nature or circumstances of a fast except that it is generally described
as being without food and without water. To anyone who has a health problem or has
medication, I would think it=s a good idea to consult your physician relative to the Day of
Atonement. Those of us in good health, it basically means you do without. He says in this
chapter, AIn the tenth day there shall be an holy convocation you shall afflict your souls. You
shall do no work in that same day, it is a day of atonement for you before the Lord your God.
Whatsoever soul that be, that shall not be afflicted in that same day, he shall be cut off from

among his people. And whatsoever soul it shall be that does any work in that same day, the
same soul will I destroy from among his people.@ This one is not to be taken lightly is it?
We=re not dealing with just some ordinary little transgression. He says that whoever it is that
will not a. Fast or b.zWho does any work, I will cut him off from among his people. So this
is a day which God takes quite seriously, and of course all of Gods people have historically
done it, taken it quite seriously too.
AYou shall do no manner of work, it shall be a statute forever throughout your
generations. In all your dwellings. It shall be a Sabbath of rest and you shall afflict your
souls. In the ninth day of the month,@ which is tomorrow, Aat even, from even to even shall
you celebrate your Sabbath.@ That is tomorrow evening until the evening following it=s a
Sabbath day and the Day of Fasting. Now there was a ceremony to take place on this day,
and it=s found in the sixteenth chapter of Lev. It is really the only holy day, I mean Passover
has its Passover lamb, Passover has the Days of Unleavened Bread, the getting of leavening
out. But this one is the only one that I can recall where there is such an elaborate description
of what the priest does on the day as opposed to what you the people do. There really was
not a great deal for the people to do on the Day of Atonement beyond fast, and present
themselves there. And they gathered around in large numbers because most of the things that
went on, the only times that the priest was out of their sight was during those moments when
he had to take off all of his clothes, and even there he did not go to the changing room that
the Levites usually used. They rigged up a curtain for him, a linen curtain, and he took his
clothes off behind that curtain so that witnesses or people on the other side could actually
hear what he was doing. They could hear the sound of the water as he bathed himself,
because he had to bathe himself from head to toe.
I think he must have bathed himself from head to toe on this day ten times, no less, in
all the things that he had to do. And washed his hands and his feet close to forty times or
better. So there was a lot of washing going on. All this was done within view except for the
one thing that he would do when he went into the Holy of Holies. Now chapter sixteen
follows on the heels of a tragic incident where several people had attempted to come to the
Holy of Holies and present strange fire and a lot of things like, there were a lot of oddities
that went on and people tried to do things out of order and out of time. But God is telling
Moses that there was only going to be one time a year, one day and one day only when
Aaron was allowed to come into the Holy of Holies, and he tells him what he is to do on that
day, we=ll begin reading in verse 5. AHe shall take from the congregation of Israel two kids of
the goats for a sin offering and one ram for a burnt offering.@ Now for those of you who are
not aware of it there has been some discussion down through the years about what is the
nature of these two goats, and what do they symbolize? And what is the meaning of them as
the high priest went through all this. And some bit was made of the fact that it says these two
goats are Aa@ singular, they are not sin offerings, they are Aa@ sin offering. And the suggestion
is made that they are both part of one sin offering.

Now that does not follow from the grammar. As a matter of a fact you look at it and
you=d say two goats for a sin offering, you=d think well maybe that means that they are both
one offering. But in actual fact you are going to take two goats, you=re going to cast lots
between them and Aa@ sin offering singular will be offered, and it will be one of these goats.
The other goat will not be offered at all. It won=t be a peace offering, sin offering, burnt
offering, or anything else because it is not offered, something quite different is done with it.
This may seem unimportant at first, but it does bear on the meaning of this day, and the
significance of it as we make our way down through the ceremony that he walked through.
There were two kids of the goats for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering. AAaron
shall offer his bullock of the sin offering.@
Which is for himself. And he will make an atonement, or reconciliation for himself
and his house. AHe shall take the two goats and shall present them before the Lord, at the
door of the tabernacle of the congregation. And he shall cast lots upon the two goats.@ We=re
told that historically there was a little round container, and in this there were two markers if
you will. At one time or another, at least at one time they were made out of gold. And on one
of them were the words AL YHVH and on the other were the words AL AZAZUL. Two
little gold tokens. One of them was to designate for the Lord, one of them for azazul. And
the high priest simply reached in without being able to see them, took them in his hand,
selected them without looking at them again and decided this way, which goat was for the
Lord and which goat was for azazul. It was considered, superstitiously a good omen, if the
one for the Lord was in the right hand as opposed to the left. But which ever one it was, that
was the goat. The selection was made in that way. So he took them and he selected them.
One of the goats then was for the Lord or for YHVH, and the other goat was the scapegoat.
AAaron shall bring the goat upon which the Lords lot fell and offer him for a sin
offering.@ There is Aa@ sin offering, one sin offering, it was one of these two goats. ABut the
goat on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat.@ By the way this is a peculiar little expression
scapegoat, and it took me a long time to figure out what it meant. It means in the Hebrew
goat of departure. And when we make our way all the way back to King James translators,
and say why scapegoat? And commonly in Old English the initial e was dropped off of
certain expressions. Which you often times find in law. Where they use expressions which
are, you know there is an Ae@ at the beginning of it, and that Ae@ in old english usage was
often dropped off. So this is the escapegoat, the one that gets away, the one that escapes, the
one that is let go. As opposed to the one that is kept. AThe goat on which the lot fell to be the
scapegoat shall be presented alive before the Lord to make an atonement with him and to let
him go for an escapegoat, into the wilderness.@ So Aaron brings the bullock of the sin
offering and he makes his way through all the things that have to be done. AThen shall he kill
the goat of the sin offering that is for the people.@ This is interesting, because first of all this
goat is designated as being for YHVH right? They cast lots, one of them designated for
YHVH and the other one designated for azazul.

Now we are taking, the same goat, that is the one that is to be offered and we are told
it is the one that is for the people and it is the one which is the sin offering. THE goat of
THE sin offering, that is for the people, he=s going to kill it. Then he brings the blood within
the veil and does with that blood as he did with the blood of the bullock and he sprinkles it
before the mercy seat, and upon it.
AHe shall make an atonement for the holy place because of the uncleanness of the
children of Israel, because of all their transgression and all their sins. And so shall he do for
the tabernacle of the congregation that remains among them in the midst of their
uncleanness. There shall be no man in the tabernacle of the congregation, when he goes in to
make an atonement in the holy place. Until he comes out and has made an atonement for
himself for his household and for all the congregation of Israel.@ Now mind you that the
atonement for himself, his household, all the congregation of Israel has to be done with
blood, and secondly it is done finished and completed, an atonement has been made for the
people when he takes, kills the live goat, takes it=s blood in and goes through the ceremony
of sprinkling that had to be done in the holy of holies. There is an interesting footnote to this,
that during the old time of the tabernacle and of Solomon's Temple, inside the holy of holies,
that is behind the veil sat the arc of the covenant, and of course you read the expression
mercy seat, which is not, I don=t know where in the world they got the idea mercy seat
because the Hebrew word for it is Kippur or cover. We get the word Yom Kippur, or the
Hebrew expression Yom Kippur as done in our language, it is Day of Atonement or Day of
Covering. What is translated as mercy seat actually is cover or lid.
So he went in to sprinkle the blood on the cover of the mercy seat, on the Day of
Covering. It=s a slight play on words that was quite deliberate in the Hebrew. And totally lost
in most translations. But it was there never the less. What is ironic about this is that later in
Herod=s Temple. You know the old temple was destroyed, the arc of the covenant was either
hidden, taken, stolen, destroyed, we have no idea what happened to the original arc of the
covenant. But in Herod=s temple and this is during the days that Jesus was going through his
life and his ministry, when the high priest went to the holy of holies and opened it up to go
inside to sprinkle the blood on the Day of Atonement, there was nothing there. There was no
arc, it was empty. It must have been a strange feeling for him to know what he was supposed
to do and to go to that place and to experience the emptiness of realizing that the arc of the
**testament** which was, the focal point of all this that was going on, which is where the
cover was that had to do with the Day of Covering. There was no cover. There was no arc to
be covered. The ten commandments inside it, the law on tables of stone, the law written by
Moses in a book.
All that had either perished or had been hidden, but was certainly lost and no one had
any idea, people often ask. Well what about the arc of the covenant? Does it exist
somewhere? It may well, it may well. It=s entirely possible that priests hid the thing
somewhere, but every indication would be that the priest that hid it were killed, and took
their secret with them because no one knows where it exists. Whether it exists. And it would

be indeed a strange thing if it should turn out to exist. But never the less he takes in verse 15,
the goat of the sin offering, he kills it makes this atonement in verse 17 it says, he has made
an atonement for himself, his household, and for all the congregation of Israel. Now, we
make our way through all this and the sequence of it is clear enough. Now there is a
commentary on this which I think that you might find of some interest. It=s found in the new
testament. You don=t have to go to Clarks commentary or the Critical Experimental first. The
best place to go is to the book of Hebrews first. Which is certainly the oldest commentary on
the sixteenth chapter of Leviticus in existence. At least that I know of, there may be some
ancient Jewish commentaries that go back as well. Heb. 8:1.
ANow of the things which we have spoken, this is the sum. We have such an high
priest who is set on the right hand of the throne of majesty in heaven.@ Now, keep in mind
that the ceremony of the day of Atonement focused on the high priest. The people did
nothing. They stood and watched and all they did was fast, in fact they did nothing so far as
they didn=t even eat. But the priest did it all, everything that was done on the Day of
Atonement was done by the high priest. He got some help in certain aspects of the task, in
preparation and bringing all this together, but the actions, the actual actions that are
described in Lev. 16, every thing was done by the high priest. And there is no loss of
significance to that to the Christian, because we understand that everything that was done for
our atonement, everything that was done for our salvation, every single action was done by
our High Priest. And all we can do is to stand and watch. And be humble. And in one sense
of the word the fasting of the Day of Atonement is particularly significant and specially
meaningful for all of us. As we stand and watch as it were, as we stand and ponder what was
done for us by our High Priest.
AHe is a minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched
and not man. Every high priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices, wherefore it is of
necessity that this man, that is Jesus Christ, have something himself also to offer.@ He did not
bring two goats, he didn=t bring another animal, he didn=t bring a bullock. It wasn=t necessary
for him to make an atonement for himself. For he himself needed no atonement. What he
came to offer was himself. I won=t take the time to read all of chapter eight, although it is of
interest. But in chapter nine verse one we read. AVerily the first covenant had also ordinances
of divine service, and a worldly sanctuary. First there was a tabernacle made, in which was
the candle stick and the table and the shew bread which is called the sanctuary. After the
second veil the tabernacle which is called Holiest of All.@
Now the overall structure of this was roughly rectangular in shape. It would have been
twice as long as it was wide. The Holy of Holies itself was a perfect square, actually perhaps
I don=t recall the vertical dimensions, perhaps it was in the tabernacle a perfect cube.
Because it was the same distances on all sides, and then there was a veil that was hung.
Outside of that, outside of that veil was another area approximately the same size and of
course the whole thing was an enclosed, in a structure called the tabernacle. So the whole
thing as I said, a rectangular structure twice as long as it was wide. There was the overall

area where there was a table and candle sticks, but then inside the veil was what we call the
Holy of Holies, what he calls here, Holiest of All. (Flipped tape)
There was the golden pot that had manna, Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of
the covenant. You see all through hundreds of years of Israel's history, inside the tabernacle,
and later inside the temple, there actually was a pot of manna which they had preserved,
which apparently did not breed worms and stink. It had been kept all those years as a
testimony. Also inside it was Aarons rod that budded. Also inside it were the tables of the
covenant. This tables of the covenant, the ten commandments. All there. What is also
interesting is that in Revelation at the very end time, when the heavens are opened, one of
the things that is seen there is the arc of the covenant. And inside that arc of the covenant
will be the tables of the covenant, which are the ten commandments. Including the Sabbath I
might add. Heb. 9:5 AOver it the Cherubim of glory shadowing the mercy seat, or that is the
covering, of which we can not now speak particularly. Now when these things were thus
ordained, the priest went always into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God.@
In other words, they could go in there any time they it was necessary. They could go
in there to put the shew bread in, they could go in to light the lamps. They could go in there
to take care of things. All of the things that had to be done, they were in and out of there
more than once a day taking care of things that they had to do. ABut into the second, that is
the Holy of Holies, the high priest went alone.@ All by himself, no one could go with him, he
could not have any assistance, he couldn=t, there was nothing for it to be done, but him alone,
Aone time every year, and that he could not go without blood. Which he offered for himself
and for the errors of the people. The Holy Spirit signifying by this that the way into the
Holiest of All was not made manifest while the first tabernacle was standing.@ In other words
mankind as a whole had no access to God. In that period of time. He was not able to go to
the Father and to say, Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thou name, because it was a
totally different economy. But the point is the priest went in there one time, every year, he
had to take blood, because we have a blood sacrifice, and without the shedding of blood we
are told there is no remission of sin. These things were done with all the symbolism and of
course this, this one day that we=re talking about here is the day of Atonement. Which had
the service that was described back in the 16th chapter of Leviticus as we were reading.
Now passing on down a little further to verse eleven. ABut Christ being come an High
Priest of good things to come. By a greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with
hands.@ That is to say not of this building. ANeither by the blood of goats and calves but by
his own blood he entered in once into the Holy place. Having obtained eternal redemption
for us. For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean,
sanctifies to the purifying of the flesh. How much more shall the blood of Christ who
through the eternal spirit offered himself without spot to God. Purge your conscience from
dead works to serve the living God?@ Now the reason I=m taking the time to explain this and
go through it is to underline what is happening. In the new testament sense Jesus Christ is
our High Priest. The old testament high priest going into the holy of holies with blood

symbolizes what Jesus Christ did. But remember, Jesus Christ was made sin before he died,
because it was in the shedding, it was in his suffering first, and in the shedding of blood
second, that he actually made expiation, that he found the blood where which he would make
the covering whereby the atonement for us would be accomplished. It was in his death that
he bore our sins and accomplished our atonement and when he had died that was finished. It
was done. That was finished. On the other hand, he was apparently not finished. It says down
in verse 24, AFor Christ is not entered into the Holy places made with hands, which are the
figures of the true. But into heaven itself now to appear in the presence of God for us. Nor
yet that he should offer himself often, like the high priest entered into the holy place every
year with the blood of others.@
Remembering the sequence now, the live goat was killed, the high priest went in to
the holy place. Jesus Christ was killed, he went to the Father and he was presented there for
our sins. He took his blood into the Holy of Holies in heaven, and he there made a covering
for us and for our sins. And when he had done that, it was over, it was finished. But read on.
AThen must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world. But now once, in the
end of the world has he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. As it is
appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgement, so Christ was offered to bear
the sins of many.@ When did he bear them? He bore them to the stake. That=s where he bore
them. He died for them. That=s where he bore them. He took his own blood before the Father
as he bore our sins. AAnd unto them that look for him, shall he appear the second time unto
salvation.@ We have so much trouble with some of these words, like salvation. And we think,
well I have been saved haven=t I? And isn=t my salvation accomplished? Well yes in a
manner of speaking it was. But yet, what are we doing here? We=re told that Jesus Christ is
going to appear a second time unto salvation. So that in that sense salvation is yet ahead. So
that when we said, it is finished, we were not saying that he is finished, for he will return
unto salvation.
Now there=s a little thing that=s been left open here. There is a question that has not
been resolved. There is a slight door that has not been closed. Turn back to Lev. 16, for we
paused before we finished that chapter. We had him killing the live goat verse seventeen, he
goes in and puts the blood in the holy of holies as a covering for our sin, he makes an
atonement for himself, the household, and the congregation of Israel. Now verse twenty,
AWhen he has made an end of reconciling. And that word again you can just treat as
synonymous with atonement. When he has made an end of reconciling the holy place and the
tabernacle of the congregation and the alter, he shall bring the live goat. We almost forgot
about that live goat, almost forgot that he was even in the picture. AAaron shall lay both his
hands upon the head of the live goat and confess over him all the iniquities of the children of
Israel. All their transgressions, all their sins, putting them upon the head of the live goat and
sends him away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness. And the goat shall bear upon
him all their iniquities into a land not inhabited and he shall let go the goat in the
wilderness.@

Now it=s been suggested that this goat also represents Christ. Because in a sense the
sins of Israel were laid on the head of the goat. And the expression that God laid on Jesus the
sins of us all, kind calls that back to mind. And the goat bore their sins away into the
wilderness, with Jesus as our sin bearer. But do you see the problem? There is a problem
with this. Because the fact is that Jesus bore our sins to the stake, he was made sin, he was
made a curse before he died. And when he died, He Died to Sin! Just like you and I die to sin
when we go down in the waters of baptism and come up again. The wages of sin is death.
When you sin you=ve got to die. All of our sins were swept up and placed on Christ. One
translation says they met on Christ. All of our sins did. He became sin for us and when he
died, he died to sin. Sin had no more dominion over him when you go into the waters of
baptism, you die to sin. Sin has no more dominion over you. There was a death warrant out
for you, signed in your own blood by your sins.
Now when the sheriff comes around with a warrant looking for you, you no longer
exist, you are dead to sin. That warrant can not be enforced because you=ve already died in
Christ. You=re free, liberated, sin can no longer have any dominion over you. But you see
Jesus Christ accomplished that all of that in his death. It was over. Now, then the high priest
having taken the blood in, comes back out of the holy of holies which symbolizes the
presence of God. Jesus Christ is our High Priest. Where does that fit in? Here we read, and
remember the whole context of eight, nine, and ten is the ceremony of the Day of Atonement
in Hebrews. Hebrews 8, 9, and 10 is about the Day of Atonement. And all of the symbolism
of it. And right in the middle of this it says Christ was offered to bear the sins of many unto
them that look for him shall he appear the second time unto salvation. The high priest
coming back pictures Jesus Christ coming back unto salvation. And apparently he has some
unfinished business. Is it to have God once again lay upon him all the sins of the world? So
that he can bear the sins of the world away unto a place not inhabited? A wilderness where
there is no one? Which has the sound of outer darkness. Which is talked about as a place of
demons, and where Satan and the demons are going to be held. Is that what=s supposed to
happen? That doesn=t fit anyone's knowledge of eschatology and of what is supposed to
happen in the last times. And of what Jesus Christ is supposed to do when he returns to this
earth. Not really.
Strangely, Hebrews has nothing much to say about that second goat, really nothing to
say. Doesn=t describe anything that is to be done, the tenth chapter goes on to talk a bit about
the meanings of some of the things that are going to happen. It says in Heb. 10:11 Every
priest stands daily ministering an offering often times the same sacrifices. Which can never
take sins away. You have to understand that, the priest is in the temple, working like mad,
killing animals, sprinkling blood. He says it can=t take away sins. But this man, that is Jesus
Christ after he had offered one sacrifice, for sins, forever! Jesus Christ=s sacrifice for sins
took place one time for ever! And that=s all. AHe sat down at the right hand of God, from
hence forth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool. For by one offering he has
perfected forever them that are sanctified. Whereof the Holy Spirit also is a witness to us for
after he had said before, this is the covenant that I will make with them after those days.

Saith the Lord. I will put my laws into their hearts, in their minds will I write them. And their
sins and their iniquities I will remember no more.@ Won=t even bring them to mind. They are
forgotten, blotted out. ANow where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin.@
For those of us to whom, Jesus Christ will not impute sin. To those of us who have been
forgiven of our sins, there will never ever be any need again at any time to make an offering
for sin. AHaving therefore brethren boldness to enter into the Holiest by the blood of Jesus.@
Do you know what he is saying? It=s a clear reference to the Day of Atonement, the
high priest going into the holiest place, he said now you can have boldness to go into the
holiest yourself. He doesn=t mean into the temple. He means going into the place where God
is. ABy a new and living way which he has consecrated for us through the veil, that is to say
through his flesh. And having a High Priest over the house of God let us draw near with a
true heart and full assurance of faith. Having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience
our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without
wavering. For he is faithful that promised.@ You realize that all this sprinkling and all this
washing he=s talking about here are all allusions to the ceremonies of the Day of Atonement.
The priest had to wash his whole body about ten times. The fit man that carried the goat out
into the wilderness and let him go out there had to come back, take off all of his clothes,
wash his flesh in pure water. So there was washing and sprinkling and he=s still using all; the
allusions of the Day of Atonement.
ALets hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering, for he is faithful that
promised. And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works, not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together.@ You know he doesn=t say it=s the Day of
Atonement but the entire context of three chapters is the Day of Atonement and the High
Priesthood of Jesus Christ, why would we assume that we are allowed to forsake the
assembling of ourselves together on the Day of Atonement? Why if Jesus= disciples were to
fast any time, why not on the Day of Atonement? For the whole day is about Jesus Christ
and his work. And his sacrifice for us. Of all people in the world who would want to keep
the Day of Atonement Christians ought to. He says, Adon;=t forsake the assembling of
ourselves together as the manner of some is, but exhort one another, so much the more as
you see the day approaching.@ But what about this other goat, we still haven=t answered that
question.
You know it=s not surprising that many people in trying to understand it have turned to
the book of Revelation to see what it is that Jesus Christ will do when he returns. Think
about it. In Hebrews 8, 9, and 10, it=s very plain that Jesus becomes sin, he bears our sins, he
takes them all upon himself and he suffers, he is humiliated, he is betrayed, and he dies and
he sheds his blood for our sins. He takes his blood presents it to the Father and makes
intercession for us and makes an atonement for us. He comes back a second time, at the time
of the end, what is he going to do? What is his unfinished business? What are the things he=s
going to be taking care of? And is this other goat in here anywhere? In Rev.19 is where
we=re going to start. People have come back to this place to say to themselves. What is he

going to do? What follows on the heels of Christ=s return? And of course we have long
understood that the Feast of Trumpets was the return of Christ and the resurrection. And we
can also ask the question. What comes next in Gods plan? What=s he going to do? Does the
Day of Atonement have anything to do with it?
In Rev. 19:1 AAfter these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven
saying. Hallelujah, salvation, glory and honor and power unto the Lord our God. For true
and righteous are his judgements, for he has judged the great whore that did corrupt the
world with her fornication. He has avenged the blood of his servants at her hand. And again
they said hallelujah, and her smoke rose up forever and ever. And the four and twenty elders
and the four beasts fell down and worshiped God that sat on the throne saying amen,
hallelujah.@ And of course the word hallelujah means praise toYah. AAnd a voice came out of
the throne saying, praise our God all ye his servants and you that fear him small and great.
And I heard the voice of a great multitude as the voice of many waters, and the voice of
mighty thunderings.@
How can you imagine this? It was like a roaring, like Niagara Falls, and like a
thunderstorm over it at the same time. As far as the magnitude of the sound. And what did
they say? AHallelujah for the Lord God omnipotent reigns.@ The Lord God. In Hebrew it
would probably be YHVH Elohim El Shadai. The Eternal, the Almighty, the All Powerful,
reigns. ALet us be glad and rejoice and giver honor to him, for the marriage of the lamb has
come. And his wife has made herself ready. To her was granted that she should be arrayed in
fine linen, clean and white. For the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. He said to me
write, blessed are they who are called to the marriage supper of the lamb. And he said these
are the true sayings of God. I fell at his feet to worship him, and he said don=t do that, I am
your fellow servant of your brethren that have the testimony of Jesus Christ. Worship God,
for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. And I saw heaven opened and behold a
white horse, and he that sat upon it was called faithful and true and in righteousness does he
judge and make war.@
Remember this is the moment of time when the kingdoms of this world are become
the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, and Christ appears in the heavens, with all the
great signs. Human comprehension, much less expression can not even deal with the
enormity of the events at this time. AHis eyes were like a flame of fire. On his head were
many crowns. He had a name written that no man knew but he himself. And he was clothed
with a vesture dipped in blood. His name is called the Word of God. The Armies which were
in heaven followed him upon white horses clothed in linen, fine and white and clean. Out of
his mouth goes a sharp sword that with it he should smite the nations. He shall rule them
with a rod of iron. And he treads the winepress of the fierceness of the wrath of Almighty
God. He has on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, King of Kings and Lord of
Lords.@ The Hallelujah chorus out of Handel's Messiah is taken out of this nineteenth chapter
of Revelation, it begins with. Hallelujah for the Lord God omnipotent reigns and it ends with
this idea King of Kings and Lord of Lords and he shall, reign forever and ever amen. And it

is staggering the power of that, but it is like a bee buzzing around inside a bottle compared to
what=s going to be actually going on when this actually takes place.
AI saw an angel standing in the sun, and he cried with a loud voice saying to the fowls
that fly in the midst of heaven. Come and gather yourself to the supper of the great God.@
And then the remainder of the chapter is the description of the final destruction of those
armies that have gathered themselves against God, because as Jesus returns to the earth it is
necessary for the first thing he does is to fight. We=re also told now that his bride was ready,
and that there is a marriage supper to take place. You know, I can=t really quite imagine the
wedding supper and all the festivities taking place yet. We have merely the statement that the
bride is ready and is clothed in linen and is prepared and she=s all ready and the sounds are
being made and the great praises going up and all of a sudden heaven is parted and out
comes roaring a white knight. The White Knight. That is described in this chapter and he has
one battle yet to fight before his wedding. And I think he also has one more task before his
wedding.
Chapter twenty verse one. AAnd I saw an angel come down from heaven having the
key of the bottomless pit, and a great chain in his hand.@ It=s not hard to see a comparison
between this angel and the fit man of Leviticus 16 is it? Not hard at all. You can easily see
why people have seen this in it. AAnd he laid hold of the dragon that old serpent which is the
devil and Satan, and he bound him a thousand years. And he cast him into the abyss.@ You
can easily see in this him taking the other goat upon whom all the sins of all Israel had been
confessed, taking this goat into a place not inhabited and leaving him there. There are
variances in it, but again it=s not a bit hard to see this as a part of the unfinished business that
has to take place. He is coming back unto our salvation. And I will tell you categorically an
important thing that we need be saved from, is the devil. For it=s hard enough with nothing
more than human nature to deal with to get sin out of your life and to overcome sin and to
conquer sin. It=s another thing with the great arch enemy and adversary of God still here.
And you know I=ve thought about this many times that these two goats as far as
anyone could tell by looking at them were very much alike. In fact they are chosen by lot,
and I think of the fact that in the bible, Satan is presented to us as an angel of light, you
know he said as far as you=re concerned if you ran into him, if you saw him, you might well
think that you were looking at an angel from all outward appearances because he is a
beautiful gorgeous creature. And in fact if you were looking at an angel or at Jesus Christ in
his glorified state, I think you might well have though he was an angel. Do you realize that
there might not be if you were to see Jesus Christ and Lucifer in some glorifies state, it
would be very difficult for you if there were not something inside of you that knew, to know
which was which. How would you know? How could you tell? You don=t know what Jesus
looked like. You don=t know the shape of his face. And you=ve already been told that Satan
the arch deceiver looks like an angel of light when he appears to you. Do you realize that
they have been rivals from the beginning? Jesus, not his rival exactly, but he has been Jesus=

rival. He has been an adversary of God an enemy of God, has fought God from day one.
There was a war in heaven before there was ever a man on the face of the earth.
And there will be another war, Jesus says, I saw Satan like lightning fall from heaven.
Jesus himself had to confront Satan in the flesh. This was not his first encounter with him.
He had seen him before. He knew who he was. Satan knew who Jesus was, the demons knew
who Jesus was. That battle and that rivalry was old before Jesus ever put foot on the earth as
a human being. They have fought and they will fight again, but there is coming a day when
Jesus will be glorified and all his saints with him. There is coming a day when there is a
great feast a great wedding feast, the marriage of the lamb with great rejoicing. And before
that the great rival of God will be humiliated, judged, condemned, and banished. It=s quite a
picture, there may be things, in fact there are things about it that you and I would never even
begin to understand. But the pattern, the picture, the painting if you will, that we can put on
the wall and look at of what is pictures by the Day of Atonement it=s there.
And there is one more thing about this day. One time in fifty years on the Day of
Atonement, it happened in fact every fifty years. I suppose it would be tomorrow night a
little after sundown, if this was a fiftieth year. That someone would put a trumpet to their lips
and make a blast on the trumpet, and liberty would be proclaimed throughout the land.
Slaves would be let go, men would be given their property back, people would be allowed to
go home. Home. Do you realize what a magic word that is? Home? Where our roots are.
Where you belong. Where your people are. Home. The Day of Atonement, is the first day of
a new age. It=s the first day of going home. It=s the first day of liberty. Not just for a few but
for everyone.
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