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Who Is God?
A Three-Part Bible Study
By Ronald L. Dart

Where is God and who is he? Is God even a “he” at all? What if God is beyond human comprehension, and all
we can grasp of him is a pale facsimile? A God that is so far away, so remote, is unthinkable. And pointless. Who
cares about a God we cannot understand or know? He might as well be a visitor from outer space who got all
this started and then left. He is no longer here, no longer involved, no longer interested. There is no point in
praying to a God whom we cannot understand.
Paul knew this. He wrote, “But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must
believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6). If there were no
reward at the end of the search, if there were no way that a man could come to know and understand God, then
what is the point of looking for God?
But let God speak for himself: “Thus saith Jehovah, let not the wise man glory in his wisdom. Neither let the
mighty man glory in his might. Let not the rich man glory in his riches. Let him that glories glory in this, that he
understands and knows me—that I am Jehovah who exercises loving kindness, judgement, and righteousness in
the earth. I delight in these things” (Jeremiah 9:23-24).
God says that he can be understood—that he can be known. Not only that, but the things we can know about
him are familiar to us. Loving kindness, judgement, and righteousness are traits we understand and value. In
describing his own character in terms that we understand to be good, he lets us know that our system of thought
is his system. And why not? If God made us in his image and after his likeness, then our minds should work like
his mind. We should share the same system of logic (2+2=4), the same system of values (evil is evil, good is
good). Our instincts, our basic fears, our capacity to think, love, and decide are designed by God, not merely that
we may know him, but that we might relate to him.
He that searches for God, then, can know that there is something at the end of the hunt. God is. God rewards
those who seek him. God may be known. God may even be understood.
There is only one caution. God has chosen to reveal himself to man in ways that man can understand. If we
choose to try to know him otherwise, he will remain a mystery and we will be left confused. So in this study, we
will look for God as he reveals himself, realizing that the study will be a challenge, but a challenge with a reward at
the end.
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Part One:

Knowing God:
Just What Do Y
ou Mean By “God”?
You
Since there is no divine revelation on the matter, and
since God does not seem so petty as to mind if we
pronounce his name with an English accent, I have chosen
to write it “Jehovah.” I have chosen it in part because it
will not fall quite so strangely on the ear. The uninitiated
Bible reader might wonder who Yahweh is, but they will
probably recognize Jehovah as the God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob. And when all is said and done, even Yahweh
may turn out to be an incorrect pronunciation. God will
recognize those who call upon his name even if they have
a foreign accent.
So when we come to YHVH in an Old Testament
text, we will render it “Jehovah.” You may pronounce
that “Yehovah” if you wish. (Or “Yahweh,” if you are so
inclined.) But be sure and take note of it in your Bible as
you read. There are places where it will make a difference.
If you are not sure how it is treated in your Bible, read
the introductory pages at the beginning of the Bible. They
should explain all of the conventions used in it.

This lesson has to start with linguistics and semantics,
for it is in the meaning and use of words that much of
the confusion about the nature of God arises. What, for
example, does the word “god” mean? The translators of
our Bibles may have added to the confusion. Let me
explain. In the King James Bible, there are two words that
create a problem—at least as the translators have used
them. They are the English words “lord” and “god.”
Different versions use different conventions, but in the
King James Version (otherwise called the Authorised
Version or AV), the word “LORD” in capital letters is a
rendering of the Hebrew YHVH. If “lord” is not in
capitals, it is the Hebrew Adonai, which properly translates
as “lord.” The meaning is much like the secular English
word “lord.” Adonai can apply to a man of superior rank
as well as to God.
The decision of so many Old Testament translators
to use LORD instead of some version of YHVH (as
Yahweh or Jehovah) is reasonable enough although the
AV translators used “Jehovah” four times. There is a long
tradition among Jews of refusing to articulate the divine
name. The tradition arises from the third commandment
which tells them not to take God’s name in vain. So, when
reading the Hebrew text, they customarily substitute
“Adonai” for YHVH. They do this as a gesture of respect
for the divine name. When Old Testament translators use
LORD instead of “Yahweh” or “Jehovah," they are simply
respecting Jewish tradition.
It is no sin to do that, but for our purposes it obscures
the very thing we are trying to get at. All attempts to
sidestep the use of the name take a step back from the
personality of the one whose name is in question.
Then there is the conflict among those who differ
over how the Hebrew word YHVH should be
pronounced. Opinions range from a majority who favor
Yahweh, to Yahveh, Yehovah, Yahavah and so forth. The
problem is that the original Hebrew text contains no
vowels, so your guess is as good as mine. One tradition
takes the vowel points of adonai and uses them with
YHVH to create “Yehovah” or, more familiar in English,
“Jehovah.” (The letter “j” stems from the Greek iota, or
“i.” It is merely a peculiarity of pronunciation. Note what
happens when “did you” becomes “didja.”)

Then there is the word “God.” The words translated
“god” in the Old Testament and their lexical definitions
are as follows:
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EL
1) god, god-like one, mighty one
1a) mighty men, men of rank, mighty heroes
1b) angels
1c) god, false god (demons, imaginations)
1d) God, the one true God, Jehovah

HOW MANY GODS ARE THERE?
Read Deuteronomy 4:33-35
1. How many Gods are there?

ELOWAH
1) God
2) false god

2. Who, exactly is God?

Note: This is an exercise in the Hebrew words explained
above. Every use of “God” is elohim, and the LORD of
verse 35 is Jehovah.

ELOHIM (plural of Elowah)
1) rulers, judges
1a) divine ones
1b) angels
1c) gods
2) (plural intensive - singular meaning)
2a) god, goddess (See 1 Kings 11:5).
2b) god-like one
2c) the (true) God

3. Can there be another “God”?

Note: Easy so far, isn’t it? But wait.
Read Isaiah 43:10
4. Was there ever a God before Jehovah?

5. Will there ever be another after him?

Note: In this context the word “God” refers to the Supreme
Being. If one is supreme, then there can be no others
like him. If we define “God” as “Supreme Being,” then
the very definition makes it impossible that there could
ever be another “God”—not even Jesus, not even the Christ.
When you read passages like this from the Old
Testament, you wonder how anyone could have imagined
God as a Trinity. But is this always the sense in which
“God” is used?

One thing at least is clear. It is impossible to argue that
the word “God” is used in only one sense. In the Bible,
we can only be sure of the meaning of the word when
we see it in context.
The New Testament is a little simpler. Only one word
is used for “God,”—theos. It is the translation of all the
Hebrew words for God described above. The word for
“lord” is always kurios, and may be used of a man, Jesus,
or the Father. When New Testament writers use Old
Testament quotations, they use kurios for both YHVH
and Adonai, and theos for every quotation of el, elowah,
and elohim.
I apologize for dragging you through all these
technical explanations, but they may help you understand
how some of the confusion arises. Now we will return to
something simpler, and we will try to make sense out of
it for you.

Read 1 Corinthians 8:4-6
6. According to Paul, was there only one God?

7. Were there many that were called god?

8. How does Paul limit his use of “God” to
distinguish it from others?
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Note: Paul uses the expression “God the Father” to make
the distinction. Most of the time, when we use the word
“God,” we are referring to the one Supreme Being above all
others—the one Jesus addressed as “Father.” By definition,
there can only be one being who is supreme. But through
the vagaries of language, the same word can be used for
others. Is it possible for there to be only one God (in the
sense of God the Father), and yet another who is called
God (in the sense of God the son)? If so, can it be shown?

Read John 17:1-26
17. Where was Jesus when these words were
spoken?

18. Where was the Father? (See also Matthew 5:16.)

19. Are you led to believe that they are the same
identity?

Read Hebrews 1:1-14
9. Verses one and two speak of two “persons.” How
are they identified?

20. Are you led to believe that Jesus is one, talking
to another?

Note: There is a lot of room for confusion of pronouns
and antecedents in this passage. Watch them carefully.

21. Is one able to glorify the other?

10. Does this passage necessarily identify God as a
Father?

22. Is one able to grant power to the other?

11. Who is the one who “by himself purged our sins”?

23. Is one able to “send” the other?

12. Who, then, is “the majesty on high”? (Verse 3)

24. Is the Son, then, other than the Father?

13. How are those two seated in relation to one
another?

25. Whom did Jesus address as “the only true God”?

26. Is there a suggestion here that Jesus existed
before the world was created? (Verse 5)

14. Are Father and Son presented so we will visualize
them as one individual or two?

27. From whom did Jesus come? (Verse 8)

15. Is it possible for two distinct individuals to be
considered as one while still retaining separate
identities? (Genesis 2:24, Matthew 19:5-6)

28. For whom was Jesus praying?

16. The doctrine of the Trinity attempts to explain how
God can be one while Christ is also God and one with
God. But is it possible for the Father and the Son to be
one and yet retain separate identities? (John 10:30,
remember the analogy with husband and wife.)

29. Jesus and the Father are one. Are they to remain
alone in that relationship? (Verse 21)

Note: We will return to Hebrews 1 in a moment.
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Note: If God were a Trinity, that would not outlast
the resurrection. For in whatever sense Jesus and the
Father are one, they are about to be joined by a host
of others.

38. Is the Son just another angel or is he something
quite different?

30. Were the disciples to be one in some sense
other than the way Jesus and the Father are one?
(Verse 22)

39. How did this difference come to be? How did he
obtain a more excellent name than angels?

31. Were Jesus’ disciples allowed to know the
Father’s name?

40. Is “God” the name of the one Supreme Being or
the name of a kind of being, or both?

Note: It is possible that God exists on a plane that
must remain a mystery to us, but even so it would not
be very relevant. It is for us to understand and relate
to God as he reveals himself, not as we imagine him to
be. Now to return to Hebrews.

41. How does one get to be an heir?
42. Is “the Son” (i.e., Jesus) the only heir of God?
(Verse 14)

Hebrews 1:1-14
32. What is the difference between being “made”
and “begotten”?

The word “God,” then, can be used in the sense of the
one Supreme Being, called “God the Father;” and in that
sense, he is one, and there is no other. But the word “God”
can also be used to describe a kind of being—a being
begotten by God the Father. And there can be others of the
same kind.

Note: C.S. Lewis said it well enough: “To beget is to
become the father of; to create is to make. And the
difference is this. When you beget, you beget something
of the same kind as yourself. A man begets human
babies, a beaver begets little beavers, a bird begets
eggs which turn into little birds. But when you make,
you make something of a different kind from yourself.
A bird makes a nest, a beaver makes a dam, a man
makes a wireless set. . . What God begets is God. .
.What God creates is not God.” Lewis might have
added that one not only begets something of the same
kind as oneself, but also other than oneself. One does
not beget oneself.

43. What is the purpose of angels?
44. Do angels have the same relationship with God as
those who are heirs of salvation?
Read Hebrews 2:1-18
45. Why was Jesus made, for a time, “lower than the
angels”? (Verse 9)

33. Was the Son “made” (i.e., created) or begotten?
46. Who was the one “for whom are all things and by
whom are all things”?

34. Is there a suggestion of a family relationship
between these two principals?
35. Is the Son ever called “God”? (Verse 8)

47. Who was “the captain of their salvation”?

36. Was the one who anointed the Son called
“God”? (Verse 9)

48. What was the objective of his suffering? (Verse 10)

37. Was the Son involved in the creation? (Verse 2)

49. What is the relationship between “he who
sanctifies,” and they who are sanctified?
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50. What does it mean to say that they are “one”?

What we have done so far is to address the conflict
between the Old Testament Scriptures that insist that
there is only one God, and the New Testament Scriptures
that tell us that there are two who are called God. One
response to this conflict was the doctrine of the Trinity,
developed in the early centuries after Christ. Neither the
word “Trinity” nor any direct suggestion of a Trinity is
found in the Bible, but some early theologians reasoned
that it had to be so. They concluded that God is one
being, composed of three persons. The semantic
discussions revolving around this are endless. Is God one
person with three modes of existence? Is God one
individual with three faces? To further confuse the issue,
words have been borrowed from the Greek. God is said
to be one being or person composed of three hypostases.
Everything about this seems designed to turn God
into a mystery, an enigma that man cannot understand.
And what a man cannot understand, he cannot relate to.
Yet God intends that man not only know and understand
him, he intends that man relate to him.
In the next lesson, we will begin to dispel the mystery
of God and show you the answers to some of the great
questions about God. The answers will come, as always,
from the pages of your own Bible.

51. Why was Jesus “a partaker of flesh and blood”?
(Verse 14)

52. Who are “the children”? (Verse 14)

53. Did Jesus ever take upon himself the nature of an
angel?

54. What nature did he assume?

55. Was Jesus ever tempted?

Note:
There are companion CDs for this Bible study.
If not already included, please contact us to request IDs: BCT2–4.
Call: 1-888-Bible-44
Email: adm@borntowin.net
Write:
Christian Educational Ministries (CEM)
P.O. Box 560
Whitehouse, TX 75791
or go to our website www.borntowin.net to download them.
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Part T
wo:
Two:

Knowing God:
The Mystery of the Gods
relationship familiar to us all. He has chosen to tell us that
Father and Son are “one” in the sense that they are united.
This is no mystery. God also ordained that husband and wife,
another family relationship, should remain two persons
while united as “one flesh” (Genesis 2:24).
Another response to the conflict was to conclude that
God is a kind of being, of which One is Supreme. When we
read about the “one true God,” we are reading about that
One who is Supreme: God the Father. Still another
version concludes that God is a family, with a Father who
is above all, a Son who is subject to the Father, and with
many more sons to come. When God says, “Thus saith
Jehovah the King of Israel, and his redeemer, Jehovah of
hosts; I am the first, and I am the last, and beside me there
is no God” (Isaiah 44:6), he is speaking as God the Father.
When he says, “Beside me there is no Elohim,” he is saying
that there is no elohim who is his equal, for in fact there are
other elohim. A psalm will serve to illustrate.

In the last lesson we began to understand the nature and
being of God. In Lesson One, we dealt with the apparent
conflict between the Old Testament, which insists that there
is only one God, and the New Testament which tells us that
there are two who are called God.
In the early centuries after Christ, some theologians
concluded that God was a “Trinity,” that he existed as three
in one. Neither the word “Trinity” nor any direct suggestion
of a divine Trinity is found in the Bible, but they reasoned
that it had to be so. They concluded that God is one being,
composed of three persons. The semantic discussions
revolving around this are endless. Is God one person with
three modes of existence? Is God one individual with three
faces?

Read Psalm 82:1-6
1. Who does God judge?

Note: The word for “God” and “gods” is, in both cases,
“elohim.”
2. Are “children of the Most High” called “gods” [elohim]?

Everything about the doctrine of the Trinity seems
designed to turn God into a mystery, an enigma that man
cannot understand. And what a man cannot understand,
he cannot relate to. Yet, God intends that man not only
know and understand him, but that man relate to him.
What is wrong with all this is that it attempts to
reconcile an irreconcilable contradiction. One is not three,
and three are not one. As long as we attempt to maintain
that “one” means one person, one being, we will wander
through a mystifying maze of contradictions.

3. Is it possible for “gods” to die like men?

4. How is it possible for elohim to “inherit all nations”?
Doesn’t one inherit something from another?

Read John 10:22-38
HOW MANY GODS ARE THERE?
It may be true that man cannot understand many things
about God, but to whatever extent that is true, it is also
irrelevant. God has chosen to reveal himself to man in terms
that man can understand. God is Father and Son, a family

5. What was the provocation that led the Jews to
attempt to stone Christ?
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6. Of all that Jesus said, what led the Jews to accuse
him of blasphemy?

13. Was it possible for a man to see the face of God and
live?

7. Did they conclude from what he said that Jesus was
claiming to be God?

14. How, then, was Moses able to see him?

Note: There is a strange conflict in this passage. First, we
are told that Moses talked to God face-to-face. Then,
Moses is told that no man can see God’s face and live. This
may explain the presence of the cloud at the door of the
Tabernacle. Moses spoke to God face-to-face, but God
was obscured from view by the cloud.

8. The defense raised by Jesus cited the 82nd Psalm. How
did he understand the word Elohim from the psalm?

Note: It seems that to claim to be the Son of God is to
claim to be the same kind of being as God; i.e., to be God.
Otherwise, it is hard to see how they could raise the
charge of blasphemy.

Read Genesis 32:24-30
15. With whom did Jacob wrestle all night?

9. Was there, then, any conflict in Christ’s mind that
God could be one and without parallel and yet there
could be others who are also called “god”?

16. Why was Jacob’s name changed?

Note: We are going to see that God is a family. God is
also a kind of being. We will see that both Father and
Son are of the same kind and share the same name, as
fathers and sons commonly do. But, of all man’s Old
Testament interactions with God, no man ever saw the
Father, or heard his voice.

17. Is Jacob said to have prevailed with God?

18. Whom did Jacob say he had seen face-to-face?

19. Did he think it unusual that a man could see God
and live?

THE OLD TESTAMENT GOD
At this point, we must deal with an old assumption
about God. First, did man encounter God in the Old
Testament?

HAS MAN SEEN GOD?
Now all this might not pose a problem except for some
important passages that, on the surface, seem to tell us
something quite different. There are still more passages
from the Old Testament that tell us man has seen God.
Then, there are the following passages to consider:

Read Exodus 33:1-23
10. Whom did Moses meet and talk to when he entered
the tabernacle?

20. According to John, when and under what
circumstances has man seen God? (John 1:18)

Note: Remember that LORD in capital letters is for the
Hebrew YHVH, or Jehovah.
11. Was God hidden when he talked to Moses? (Verse 11)

21. Is “the One who has not been seen” the Father or
the Son?

12. What kind of relationship existed between Jehovah
and Moses?

22. How is this God revealed or “declared” to man?
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23. Whom did Jesus say had been able to see the
Father? (John 6:45-46; see also John 5:37)

30. Was John the Baptist an “angel” or merely a
messenger? (Matthew 11:10)

24. Is there one whom no man can approach or see?
(1 Timothy 6:13-16)

Note: The word “messenger” in this passage is the Greek
angelos.
31. Could Satan have an angel or “messenger”?
(2 Corinthians 12:7 and 11:14)

Note: If no man could see or approach the Father, how
could anyone come to know anything about him?
(Matthew 11:27)

32. Is a human priest a messenger or an “angel”?
(Malachi 2:7)

Read Genesis 18:1-33
25. Who appeared to Abraham in this passage? Who
was with him?

Note: The word malak, commonly translated “angel”
merely means “messenger” and is correctly translated
that way repeatedly (1 Kings 19:2 and 2 Kings 9:18).
In spite of all this, the word angel may be useful,
because it has come to mean a specific kind of
messenger, a spirit being, sent by God to carry a
message, or otherwise do his bidding—a divine
messenger.

26. Who was it that promised a child to Abraham and
Sarah, and then rebuked Sarah for laughing? (Verse 13)

Note: Remember that “LORD” in capitals is the
translation of the Hebrew YHVH or Jehovah.

33. Are there different levels or kinds of divine
messengers? (1 Thessalonians 4:16, Jude 1:9)

27. With whom did Abraham share a meal?

Note: Archangel simply means “chief messenger.”
28. With whom was Abraham pleading and receiving
answers regarding the lives in Sodom?

34. Are angels worthy of worship? (Revelation 22:6-9)

Read Judges 6:11-23
29. Was Moses able to behold the similitude of Jehovah?
(Numbers 12:8)

Note: This is one of many Old Testament passages
where we meet one called the “Angel of the LORD.”
This is better rendered “Messenger of Jehovah,”
because we will soon see that this is no “angel” in the
traditional sense of the word. Verse 13 illustrates the
difference between “lord” and “LORD.” The rendering
should be: “Oh my lord, if Jehovah be with us. . .”

Note: If these and others saw and heard Jehovah, while no
man was able to see the Father or hear his voice, who then
is Jehovah? To answer this, we must digress slightly.
ABOUT ANGELS
The word “angel” comes from the Greek angelos or
“messenger.” Since it means “messenger,” it has a
broad variety of uses; so does its Hebrew equivalent,
malak. Both words really should be translated
“messenger” everywhere. You could then determine
what sort of messenger by the context: is this a spirit
with a message from God, or a mere man bringing a
message from one man to another?

35. Is this conversation between Gideon and an angel,
or between Gideon and Jehovah? (See vv. 14, 16)

36. Did Gideon know whom he was talking to from the first?

37. Why was Gideon afraid for having seen the face of
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Read Ezekiel 28:11-17

the messenger of Jehovah? (Deuteronomy 4:33, Exodus
33:20)

49. Who is the “King of Tyre” in this passage?
Read Joshua 5:13-15
38. Who was it that Joshua saw here? Could it have been
the God whom no man can see?

Note: There are two major clues here. First, he is said to have
been in Eden, the garden of God. Besides Adam and Eve,
who was there? Second, he is called the “anointed cherub
that covers.”

39. Did the “man” allow Joshua to worship him?

50. Was he a begotten or created being?

40. What is the significance of having Joshua remove
his shoes?

Read Ezekiel 10: 1-22
51. Write a summary description of a cherub.

Read Exodus 3:1-6
52. Are cherubim very close to the throne of God?
41. Who appeared to Moses in the burning bush?
53. Are they spirit beings?
42. Who saw Moses turn aside to look at the bush?
(Read carefully.)
54. Are they a kind of “angel”?
43. Who called to Moses from the bush?
Read Isaiah 6:1-7
44. Why did Moses have to remove his shoes?

55. Who was it that Isaiah saw in this vision?

45. Does it seem likely that Joshua and Moses both
encountered the same being?

56. Does this passage suggest the existence of yet a
different kind of angel?

46. Was this being an “angel” in the traditional sense, or
a “messenger” speaking and acting as “God”?

57. How does a Seraph differ from a Cherub?

Note: In Hebrew, the im ending to a word signifies the
plural. Hence a Seraph is one, Seraphim is plural.

Read Matthew 4:8-11
47. Did the Devil seek worship of himself?

58. Did Isaiah actually see Jehovah, or did he merely see
him in vision?

48. What was Jesus’ response?
59. Was it actually God the Father he saw, or could it
have been another of the same name? Remember that
father and son commonly share the same family name.
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Read Exodus 23:20-21
60. Was this an angel or a messenger?

61. By what name would he have been called?

62. Who would this messenger have been?

CONCLUSION
In this lesson we have established that there is one in the Old Testament called Jehovah who is other than the Father.
That one is the person we now know as Jesus Christ. He was the Word of God, the Messenger of the Father. In the next
lesson, we will study the nature of Christ and the nature of the Holy Spirit.

Notes
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Part Three:

Knowing God:
Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit
3. How is it possible for the Word to be “with God” and
to “be God” at the same time?

In the last two lessons we made a start on
understanding the nature and being of God. We started
with the premise that God can be known and
understood, but only in the terms in which he chooses
to reveal himself. We dealt with the apparent conflict
between the Old Testament which insists that there is
only one God, and the New Testament which tells us
that there are two who are called God. Then, we
looked carefully at the identity of the one in the Old
Testament who is called Jehovah.
We learned that in the early centuries after Christ,
some theologians concluded that God was a “Trinity,”
that he existed as three in one. Neither the word
“Trinity” nor any direct suggestion of a divine Trinity
is found in the Bible, but they reasoned that it had to
be so. They concluded that God is one being,
composed of three persons. The semantic discussions
revolving around this are endless. Is God one person
with three modes of existence? Is God one individual
with three faces? To further confuse the issue, words
have been borrowed from the Greek. God is said to be
one being or person composed of three hypostases.
Everything about the doctrine of the Trinity seems
designed to turn God into a mystery, an enigma that man
cannot understand. And what a man cannot understand,
he cannot relate to. Yet God intends that man not only
know and understand him, he intends that man relate to
him.
In these lessons, we go to the Bible to dispel the
mystery and to bring understanding of the divine Being
within the grasp of anyone.

4. Was the Word involved in the creation of the heavens
and the earth? (See vv. 3, 10.)

5. The Word (also called “the Light”) came into the world.
Was it recognized for what it was?

6. The Word came unto “his own.” Who were “his own”?

7. When the Word came into the world, was it as a spiritual
manifestation or as flesh and blood?

8. When in the world, what was the relationship of the
Word to the Father?

9. According to John, how many men have, at any time,
seen God?

10. Who then revealed God to man?

11. What was the role of John the Baptist relative to the
coming of Christ?

JESUS CHRIST, IS HE GOD?
12. Who exactly was the “Word made flesh”?

Read John 1:1-34
1. Does this passage tell us when “the Word” originated?

13. How did John describe the primary work of Jesus?
2. What does the expression “the Word was with God”
mean?

14. Did John, in his declaration of Christ, acknowledge
that Jesus would be a sacrificial lamb—that he would die?
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15. What was John’s official “bearing of record” relative
to Jesus?

Read Revelation 1:9-20
25. When John fell into vision, he saw one who made the
claim to be the Alpha and Omega. What did this mean?
(Verse 11)

Note: “Word” in the Greek is logos meaning “word” or
“spokesman.” In the Old Testament, no man ever saw
the Father. What they saw was his messenger, who
spoke in his name. The “Jehovah” that Abraham
talked with was the “Word” of God, the one who
became Jesus Christ in the flesh.

26. Who did John see in the midst of the seven golden
candlesticks?

27. Did he claim to be the “first and the last”?

Read Colossians 1:12-20
Once again we are presented with Father and Son.
Read carefully noting the relationship between
pronoun and antecedent.

28. Had this one been dead and then raised to life?

16. Into whose Kingdom are we to be “translated”?

29. Who was this?

17. In whose blood have we redemption?

30. Who else made the claim to be the first and the last?
(See Isaiah 44:6.)

18. Who is the “image of the invisible God”?
31. Did the “Alpha and Omega” claim also to be the
Almighty? (Revelation 1:8)
19. Who is the “firstborn of every creature”?
Read John 6:25-71
20. By whom were all things created?
32. Who or what was the “bread of life”?
21. Who is it who is “before all things”?
33. Where did Jesus come from? (Verse 38)
22. Who is the head of the church? (See also Ephesians
1:22 and 5:23.)

34. What was the result of eating of the bread of life?

23. Who is the firstborn from the dead?

35. How did his disciples react to this explanation of the
bread of life?

24. In whom is all fullness to dwell?
36. When Jesus spoke of ascending up to where he was
before, where might that have been?

Note: There is no mistaking what Paul is saying: Jesus
existed before all things in this physical world and he
was the active agent with the Father in creating all
things.

Note: It is clear that Jesus’ origins antedated his
physical birth. He came from heaven, and he expected
to return there.
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49. Was Melchizedek greater or lesser than Abraham?

Read John 8:51-59
37. What made the Jews say that Jesus had a devil?

50. As a priest, was Melchizedek greater or lesser than
Levi?
38. Did Jesus claim to have seen Abraham?
51. What is the proof offered for this?
39. Did Jesus claim to have existed before Abraham?
52. Under the law of Moses Jesus could not have been a
priest. Why? (Verse 14)

40. How did the Jews respond to this claim?

53. What sort of change in the law is necessitated by a
change in the priesthood?

Note: The attempt to stone Jesus is evidence that the
Jews believed Jesus guilty of blasphemy. The claim to
have preexisted Abraham meant to them that Jesus
was claiming to be God.

54. Would the one authorized to receive the tithes be
changed?

41. Did Jesus claim to have existed with the Father before
the foundation of the world? (John 17:5)

55. From what tribe did Jesus come? (Verse 14)
42. Did Jesus accept worship? (Matthew 8:2, 9:18, 28:9)
56. What commandment was disannulled? (Verse 18)
43. Did Jesus come into existence when he was born of
Mary? (Matthew 2:6; with Micah 5:2)
57. Was it ever possible to achieve perfection by the law?
(Verse 19)
Read Hebrews 6:19-20
58. What then was the purpose of the law? (See also
Romans 3:20)

44. Was Jesus to be a priest?

45. Of what rank or in what order?
59. Is Christ’s priesthood temporary?
Read Hebrews 7:1-28
THE HOLY SPIRIT
When it comes time to understand the Holy Spirit (or
Holy Ghost, as some prefer), we are posed with some
different problems. It was no great challenge to
understand the Father and the Son. These are ideas within
our own experience. Not so the Holy Spirit. This is the
closest thing to a mystery in the study of God.
Once again, we find ourselves struggling with the
meaning of words; and this time, poetry and imagery are
involved. First, consider the difference in the way these
ideas are presented to us. Father and son are concepts we

46. When did Melchizedek first appear on the scene? (See
also Genesis 14:17-20.)

47. What were the titles of Melchizedek?

48. How long had Melchizedek been a priest?
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easily understand. They are persons. We are like them.
We are made in their image. Every revelation of God
allows us, even encourages us, to think of him in
human terms.
Not so the Holy Spirit. In the first place, the Greek word
for it suggests something other than a person. “Spirit” in the
Greek is pneuma, from which we derive the word
“pneumatic.” The word roughly means air, wind or breath.
If you speak Greek, the wind that moves the leaves on your
tree is pneuma. One source called the Holy Spirit “the Breath
of Jehovah.”
To get a feeling for the word, read the following passage,
and substitute “wind” for “spirit.” That is the way the
passage would read to someone reading it in the original
language, for the word pneuma is translated both as “spirit”
and as “wind” in this passage.

64. Who is the Father of Jesus? (Matthew 1:18)

65. If the Holy Spirit is a person, why is it not the father
of Jesus? (Luke 1:35)

Note: The Holy Spirit is called “the Power of the Highest.”
It is not introduced as a distinct person as are the Father and
the Son. It is rather like the power of God emanating from
the Father and the Son, and is God’s active agent in the
world. To say that the Holy Spirit is not a person is not to say
that it is impersonal. It is the agency of God himself. Agency is
defined as a means of exerting power or influence—an instrumentality.
Read Luke 11:15-20,
Matthew 12:26-28

Read John 3:1-8
66. Are these two passages describing the same event?

60. In suggesting that a rebirth is required, is Jesus
saying that it is a different kind of birth?

67. What, then, is the “finger of God”?
61. How does one who is born of the Spirit differ from
one who is born of the flesh?

68. Is God’s “finger” a person?

62. Is the Spirit presented as more like a person, or
more like an amorphous (i.e., without body) essence?

Read 2 Corinthians 3:1-18
69. Who or what was Paul’s “letter of recommendation”?

Note: When we consider this, we can begin to understand
why some translators use the phrase, “Holy Ghost.” They
saw the Spirit in rather different terms from the Father and
the Son—more like an amorphous vapor.

70. Who wrote that letter?

63. Visible manifestations of the Spirit are rare. When
it does happen, how is the Holy Spirit presented?
(Matthew 3:16, Acts 2:1-4)

71. Where was it written?

72. It was not written with ink. With what was it
written?

Note: The Spirit is presented, not as a person, but
“like a dove.” The latter passage once again uses
“wind” and says the disciples were “filled” with the
spirit—the figure of speech calls to mind, not a person,
but a fluid. “Fire” is another image of the Spirit.
Traditionally, as we have seen, God has been viewed
as a Trinity. According to this view, God is one being,
composed of three persons. These persons must relate
to one another in special ways likeFather and Son.

73. On what was the administration of death written?

74. How did the glory of the administration of the spirit differ
from the glory of the administration of death?
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75. Who, exactly, is “that Spirit” in this passage?

76. Where is God when we pray to him?

77. Where is Christ today? (Hebrews 12:2)

Read Romans 8:11-28
84. What is the power Christ will use to raise our
mortal bodies at the last day?

85. What is it that determines whether we are sons of
God?

78. Does God dwell in us? (1 John 4:12-13)
86. Is there an interaction between God’s Spirit and
our own? What does it do?
79. Does Christ dwell in us? (Romans 8:10-11)
87. What is our relationship with God?
80. How is it possible for the Father and Christ to dwell
in us and be in heaven at the same time? (1 Corinthians
3:16-17)

Note: They dwell in us in the presence of the Holy
Spirit. It is not a third person dwelling in us, but the
very essence of God himself.
Read 1 Corinthians 2:9-16
81. What is it that enables a man to understand “the
things of a man”—that is, what elevates the mind of
man above the mind of a beast?

82. If the spirit of a man equates to the mind of man,
what then is the Spirit of God?

83. What is it that endows us with the “mind of
Christ”?

Note: We believe that the Holy Spirit is personal,
because it is an extension of God himself. It is the way
in which God can be omnipresent—that is he can be on
his throne and be in us at the same time. He dwells in
us by his Spirit.
This is not to say that the Holy Spirit is a third person,
a third mind. The Holy Spirit is the spiritual presence,
activity, power, and influence of God in the natural
world.

88. What is it that we ourselves are groaning for?

89. How does the Spirit make intercession for us?

Note: The Spirit does this by empowering us, by
“helping our infirmities.” It does not do this apart from
us as a third party intercessor, but through us and
through our minds.
90. Who is it that makes intercession for us? (Hebrews
7:25)

91. Who is it that searches the heart?

Note: He that searches the hearts is the same One that
makes intercession for us—Christ. He knows “the
mind of the spirit” within us.
There is a peculiarity of language that confuses
many who study this subject. Take, for example, John
14:16-17. Here, Jesus calls the Holy Spirit “the
comforter” and uses the pronoun “he” in connection
with it. This leads some to feel that the Holy Spirit is
a person, because if it were not, the passage would use
the pronoun “it.”
In the Greek language, nouns that would be neuter
in English are often masculine or feminine. If the noun
is masculine, the pronouns following it must also be
masculine. Take the word “rock” for example. In
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Greek, there are two words for “rock,” one
masculine and one feminine. You would speak of
the rock as “he” or “she” depending upon which
word you use. There is no neuter gendered “rock” in
Greek.
But besides all that, the Holy Spirit is not
something other than God. It is the power of God,
the breath of God. The mind of the spirit is the mind
of God. When the Holy Spirit acts, it is God who is
acting.

would remain alone. The three sides of the Trinity
present a closed Godhead—One that could be
adored, but never joined. At a festival, the three
would dine as one—alone. God’s family could
never increase.
But when we read the Bible, we find a God who,
far from being alone for eternity, seems determined
not to be alone at all. He is a Father. He has a Son
who is like him. He intends to have more sons who
will be like him. At festival time, he will be
surrounded by family.
Scientists tell us the universe has been here for
15 billion years. What has God been doing? Is this
the first time he has done this? Will it be the last?
God has placed in all his creatures a “reproductive
imperative.” Each of his creatures, great and small,
must reproduce “after his kind.” It is odd how man,
who has the same imperative, and is made in the
image of God, misses the point when it comes to
what God is doing. God, also, is reproducing after
his kind.

IN CONCLUSION
Man’s old idea was of a solitary God. Alone. Aloof.
Without peer. Without heir. They thought he was a
God who would have said, as James Weldon
Johnson put it, “I’m lonely; I’ll make me a world.”
He was alone from eternity and would remain alone
for eternity. At a festival, he would dine alone.
But then came the Son, and some, still holding
to their solitary God, created a Trinity—a God
who, though three faceted, was still alone, and who

Free CD
The Doctrine of the TTrinity
rinity
(code 8105C)
The word “Trinity” is not in the pages of your Bible,
so what lies behind the widely-held belief of a mysterious,
incomprehensible, triune God?
Listen as Ronald L. Dart explains why the true
nature of God is much easier to understand than
the mystery of a Trinity.
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Bible Studies and Booklets
Why and How to Study the Bible? (FREE)
Did Billy Graham preach the Sermon on the Mount? Is “God helps those who help
themselves” a Bible verse? Can you name five or more of the Ten Commandments?
Does the Bible say that “money is the root of all evil?” Who were the disciples of Jesus?
The answers to these questions and so much more can be found in the Bible. The Bible
contains drama, intrigue, suspense, romance, and even what the future holds. The Bible
tells the truth about life. Do you want to know the truth? If you do, then you need to
read, study and meditate on His word. You need to know what He is saying to you.
Grab your Bible and read. Start NOW! Order this FREE booklet, “Why Study Your
Bible?” and you will learn not only why you should study but how to study and how
knowing this book can change your life.

Christians and the Law (Bible Study & CDs)
How is a person to know the difference between right and wrong? There are the Ten
Commandments, of course, but why should we follow them? Weren’t they abolished along
with the rest of the Old Testament Law? Why then did God hand down the Law in the first
place—any law that can be abolished probably was not necessary in the first place. In this
five-part Bible study, examine your knowledge of and assumptions about biblical Law to see
if they are true. This study comes with CDs of answers and comments from Ron Dart for
lessons one through four. (Unfortunately, he never made an audio recording for lesson five.)
This study is a great tool for individuals and churches—always be ready to give an answer to
anyone who asks you about the Law! This is new—the first time for CEM to offer these
together. Only $8.95!

Law or Grace? Serving God Acceptably (FREE)
Have you always thought that people in Old Testament times were under the law and after
the crucifixion of Christ, people were then under grace? Did you know that grace is an Old
Testament doctrine? There is a funny thing about grace in the New Testament. In all four
Gospels, there is not a single instance where Jesus used the word “grace.” Grace was not a
doctrine that he preached. Rather, Jesus was the very personification of grace.
When it comes to matters of the law, there are those who say, “Give the people an inch
and they will take a mile.” The Pharisees were a good example of this. “We have to spell these
things out,” they said. “We must build a fence around the law lest someone accidentally steps
over the line.” There is a strange fear in religious leaders that if we begin to let the barriers
down, people will take liberties and abuse the law—as though it were our fault that other
people break the law.
This small FREE booklet, Law or Grace? Serving God Acceptably explains one of the most
important things you will ever learn about God and his Law. Grasping this principle will
revolutionize the way you read the Bible, the way you relate to God, and the way you relate to
one another.
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Knowing God and Knowing Jesus Bundle - If someone who knew nothing about
God asked you who He was, what would you say? What is known about God, His
character, His plan and His son, Jesus of Nazareth? Jesus was born a baby and
lived on earth subject to every temptation that preys on mankind, yet without sin.
Explore who he was, what he taught, what he is doing today and how you fit into
those plans. Enrich your life by coming to know God and His Son more intimately.
This two album bundle includes 20 messages on 10 CDs. The regular price for both
is $44.90, say you saw them here and get them both for $19.95 or download for Free
at www.borntowin.net.

In Remembrance of Me: The Passover- Most Christians don’t realize that the
first-century Christians observed Passover and the holy days. Many feel that Christ
celebrated these days only because he and the early Christians were Jews. They were
Jews, but Christ’s message was contrary to Judaism. It was the reason he was crucified.
These studies cover the timing of the Passover, the meaning of the symbols, and how
all of this points to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. The series containes 6 studies
and 2 bonus sermons on 4 discs.
RMSCD $24.95

The Gospel of Mark - It is the shortest of the four gospels, the second book in the
New Testament and the first of the Gospels to be written. John Mark, who is
mentioned in Acts 12 and 13, Colossians 4:10, and 2 Timothy 4:11 is the author of this
book. This Gospel is the closest to an eye-witness account of the life of Christ because
Mark was an associate of Peter—one of the 12 Disciples. Learn more about your Savior
and his Father by studying this book with Ronald L Dart. This series contains 13
studies and a bonus sermon on 8 discs.
MRKSCD $32.95

Prophecy: The Basics - Why is one third of your Bible prophecy? The prophets
gave warning to Israel and Judah. But did you know biblical prophecies apply to you,
me, and our modern world? What knowledge is essential for you to learn and apply one
third of the Bible? You will gain basic principles and get questions answered with
clarity and simplicity. This series contains 16 messages on 12 discs.
PTBSCD $24.95

The Book of Ezekiel - Taken from the Weekend Bible Studies on the Book of
Ezekiel. The book is puzzling and mysterious—filled with symbolism, poetry, allegories,
visions and figurative speech—all included to communicate God’s messages. Ezekiel is
a difficult book to understand because of the symbols and visions, yet it had a
tremendous impact on the New Testament particularly in the Gospel of John and the
Book of Revelation. Ron Dart brings sense and wisdom to the study of this book that
includes some serious lessons for us today. This series contains 21 studies on 11 discs.
EZKSCD $46.95
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Teach Me to Pray - The two most basic exercises of religion are prayer and Bible
study. Prayer is the most powerful weapon in a Christian’s arsenal and yet Ron Dart
says of all the disciplines of the Christian religion, none is more neglected than prayer.
We struggle to find the time to pray, the words to pray, and the discipline to pray. This
CD series is designed to give you the best of Ron Dart’s insight on prayer. It includes
multiple messages with powerful personal and biblical examples of how to improve
your relationship with God through improving your prayer life. This series contains
10 messages and bonus material on 10 discs.
TMPSC $24.95
The Bible, Our Guide - Christian Educational Ministries is now offering a value
for you. The collection includes valuable radio broadcasts and sermons such as:
Interpreting the Bible
How to Read the Bible
The Word was Precious
A Passion for the Bible
About the Bible
Whatever Happened to the Bible?
Why Study the Bible?
The Bible, Our Guide
This series contains 13 messages plus bonus material on 9 discs.
BGSCD $24.95

The Nativity of Jesus - How much do you really know about the Nativity of
Jesus Christ? Was he born in December? If not, when? What clues does the Bible
give us to his birth? Why did Joseph and Mary make that long trip? Why were they
going to Jerusalem? What did the birth of John the Baptist have to do with the
birth of Christ? These questions and many more are answered in this collection of
Ronald L. Dart broadcasts and sermons. The information here will give you clarity
on details of his birth and allow you to help others better understand as well. This
series contains 10 messages plus bonus material on 9 discs.
NJSCD $24.95
The First Christians - Christians who were alive and active when the various
books of the New Testament were being written. That puts them all in the first
century and mostly before the fall of Jerusalem. What did they believe? How did
they practice their faith? When and how did they assemble? What were their
thoughts on heaven, the last days, and the new covenant? Was Christianity just a
Jewish sect? Ron Dart takes us through the impressive body of writings we have
by and for these folks and shows us from these writings, what their experiences
were. This series contains 20 messages on 9 discs.
TFCSCD $36.95
Paul’s Letter to the Romans - Ronald L. Dart gives insight and historical
perspective on what he said is easily the most important of all the New Testament
Epistles—the heart of the Gospel. In this series, taken from Weekend Bible Studies,
Ron reads Paul’s mail and answers many questions—when and why the book was
written, to whom it was addressed, where Paul was when he wrote it and so much
more! This series contains 7 studies and 3 bonus sermons on 6 discs.
RNSCD $22.95
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Christian Origins Bible Study Series
How could twelve men, bearing witness of One, create a religion that changed the world? This study covers the
portion of Scripture that has most influenced the Christian faith and changed the course of Western civilization.
No one was more influential in this development than Saul of Tarsus, also called Paul. Christianity is the largest
religion on the face of the earth. Right now 2.2 billion people call themselves Christians. These studies cover the
beginnings of Christianity.
This ongoing Bible educational program is intended to be completed beginning with lesson one of book one, The
Breakout, and continuing through the series of studies. It can be done individually or as a group (Group Leader
guides are also available).

Book 1: The Breakout In the earliest years of this new faith, it remained Jewish, heart and
soul. It was necessary for Christ to break the mold, to force the issue and to send the Gospel to the
Gentiles. But how was The Breakout from Judaism to be accomplished? How could the habits and
beliefs of generations be changed? The New Testament from Acts to Revelation, is the story of
that breakout.
Book 2: Take It to the Gentiles Jesus was not content to be God of the Jews alone. He
intended that the Gospel go to the world. The habits and beliefs of generations of Jews were not
easily changed. Follow Paul into Galatia and the world of the Gentiles and learn of their
struggles. It is foundational in understanding early New Testament history and, hence, the Bible.

Book 3: The Challenges Begin The Holy Spirit’s great outpouring at Pentecost marked the
beginning of the New Testament church. Many Jewish leaders were not very accepting of this “new
doctrine.” Soon persecution dispersed the new believers, along with the Gospel message, throughout
the then known world. The Apostle Paul was instrumental in establishing churches in Galatia,
Corinth, Thessalonica, as well as other cities, but these churches were not without challenges.

Book 4: Clearing the Air The Apostle Paul’s letters to the Corinthian church deal with
struggles faced while dealing with everyday, real-life problems. The Corinthians were a source
of both joy and pain to Paul. The sinful behavior of some and false accusations by his
detractors haunted him. Paul is Clearing The Air of false beliefs, false accusations, and faithless
behavior.

Book 5: Getting Things Straight These ten lessons move beyond the problems of
the Corinthian church’s struggles into the Book of Romans. You’ll find this unique letter
and theological treatise of enormous value. It’s a life-changing book all by itself. Each
lesson is challenging, insightful, and easy to follow.
Book 6: Saving the Jews Rejection of the Gospel by the Jews across the empire was troubling
to Paul and to many Jews in Rome. Paul covers this in this book. We don’t know where this letter
falls in relation to some of the tragic persecution in Rome, but there is reason to believe that Paul was
trying to encourage the Roman Christians, and advise them about how to stay safe in a dangerous
world. The Book of Romans is a unique letter and needs to be studied carefully by Christians.

Book 7: The Good Fight The seventh book in the Christian Origins series is now available.
Loaded with insights and understanding of the New Testament church, this book begins in Acts
26, takes you through Ephesians, and details Paul’s ministry to the Philippians through chapter
three.

