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The purpose of this series of lessons is to introduce,
in some depth, the men who turned the world upside
down in the first century and who, under the direction of
the Holy Spirit, changed history. For the Christian faith
did far more than save men’s souls. It laid the foundation
for Western civilization. One of these men, Saul of Tarsus,
also known as Paul, was famously and unnecessarily
misunderstood. One of the purposes of this series is to
blow away the fog that men have laid over his letters and
those of the other great pillars of the New Testament
Church.

The lessons are designed to be used either in church,
or in the home for a community Bible Study among
neighbors. The Leader’s Guide makes it easy for almost
anyone to serve as a facilitator for the lessons.  They can
be used for women’s or men’s classes, but also can serve
both together.

May God speed you in turning your world upside
down with the Gospel. Maybe the days of turning the
world upside down are not over.
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With this series of Bible Studies, we embark on one of the most important sections in the Bible – the very

beginnings of the Christian faith and walk. My first work in Acts and the Epistles of Paul was teaching the series

in a small college in England. Later, I would do a complete radio series on the same material and that sequence

forms the basis of this series of lessons.

The first time through, I don’t think I fully understood what was happening in the Book of Acts and its

connection to Abraham’s call and commission. Abraham was not merely called to be blessed, but to be a

blessing. Abraham and his seed were to change the world.

Something got lost along the way, when for some people, the faith of Abraham became Judaism and the rest

of the world was excluded. The exclusivism of the Jews was based on their own traditions, not on the law of

God. By the time of the Apostles, some of them shared the prejudices of the Jews, and the Gospel at first was a

purely Jewish message. The story of the Book of Acts is the story of The Breakout of the faith into the world at

large. The first thing God had to do was to break the church free from tradition and to impress upon them the

importance of doing what Abraham was originally commissioned to do – be a blessing to the whole world.

Jesus’ commission makes it clear when you read it in the Greek: “Go therefore and make disciples of all the

Gentiles, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all

that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

It took the early church a long time and a lot of persuasion to get this straight. In the end, it was not one of

the original 12 who did the job best. It was Paul, and it may well have been the circumstances of his conversion

that made all the difference.

This series of lessons will follow the trail through the Book of Acts and beyond. We will see the earliest

beginnings of the church, its empowerment with the Spirit, the struggle with the idea of the conversion of the

Gentiles, and then we will follow the most influential theologian of the Christian church – Paul. Finally, we will

study the letters of other Apostles. But make no mistake about it, after Christ, the dominant figure in the New

Testament is Paul. Without understanding Paul, there is no way to fully grasp what has happened to the Faith of

Abraham.

Congratulations on your decision to embark on this journey. You may choose to use these lessons as a part

of your church’s ongoing Bible Studies, or you may use it as a tool of evangelism, inviting your neighbors into

your home to study the Bible together. The Bible is its own witness. The most important thing is to get people to

read their Bibles and to think about what they read. The Bible will do the rest as God touches the heart.

We have made these lessons as easy as possible for the leader, but it may still be more demanding than

merely getting together to talk about the Bible. Anything worth doing is worth doing well, and we hope you will

give this your best effort. Try to motivate those studying with you to read the scriptures, the relevant verses in

the Daily Devotionals for each day, and to read the lesson before class. Encourage your participants to spend

some time thinking through the issues raised and answer the questions carefully.

In my years of teaching in college, students appreciated all the Bible classes, but they all seemed to agree

that the most important class of all was the one called, “The Epistles of Paul.” The Gospels brought them to

baptism, but it was the Epistles that brought them to conversion. These books can change lives. Give the study

your best.

Ronald L. Dart
Publications Editor
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OOOOOBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVES
At the end of this study, participants will be able to:
1. Trace the propagation of the Gospel back to the

blessing God gave to Abraham.
2. Conclude that the law was not just for Moses and

the Jews. Abraham knew and kept God’s law, and
Jesus came not to destroy the law, but to fulfill it.

3. Understand that the Great Commission to spread
the Gospel message to all people began with God’s
promise to Abraham.

BBBBBACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUND
According to the website, www.adherents.com,

Christianity is the largest religion in the world. The
number of people who have at least a minimal level
of self-identification as adherents of religion, group-
ing Christianity of all stripes, is currently estimated
to number 2.1 billion people. Not long ago that was
the population of the entire world. Now Christianity
is estimated at 33% of the world’s population.

Everywhere Christianity has gone, it has made
men’s lives better. True, there have been abuses,
corruption, and harm done in the name of Jesus
Christ. But the evil done by Christians was done
contrary to the teachings of Jesus. It wasn’t what he
wanted. It wasn’t what he said they should do. And
the good brought to the world by the teachings of
Christianity outweighs and overwhelms any evil that
evil men have done in Jesus’ name.

According to an online study of sacred texts, it is
reported that facts gained from recent excavations at
Ur show the inhabitants of the city in Abraham’s day
were given wholly to idolatry. (See Joshua 24:2.)

Genesis 22:16, 26:4; 2 Chronicles 20:7;
Isaiah 41:7-10; Galatians 3:7-16

SSSSSCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURES

“Jewish tradition says he (Terah, Abraham’s father)
was an idol maker by trade”(The Complete Biblical
Library, p. 101). The chief god of Ur was the moon-
god, Nannar. Tradition also states that sacrifices,
both human and animal, were made to Nannar, the
god of fertility. Upon leaving Ur, Abraham de-
stroyed the family idols, freeing himself from this
sacrificial custom.

For further study of these lessons, the complete
96-program set of Christian Origins on 48 tapes/
CDs is available at the special price of $149.95, or
order individual two-program tapes/CDs at $5.95
each by calling 1-888-BIBLE-44.

HHHHHOWOWOWOWOW     TOTOTOTOTO L L L L LEADEADEADEADEAD T T T T THISHISHISHISHIS L L L L LESSONESSONESSONESSONESSON

In order to receive the utmost benefit from this

Bible study, it is imperative that participants read
and answer the questions in their Student Books.

Good discussions cannot be had without a common

ground of knowledge. So, students must prepare in
advance by reading the lesson and answering the

LLLLLESSONESSONESSONESSONESSON 1: 1: 1: 1: 1:

IIIIINTRODUCTIONNTRODUCTIONNTRODUCTIONNTRODUCTIONNTRODUCTION

TOTOTOTOTO A A A A ACTSCTSCTSCTSCTS
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questions in their Student Books. Have the partici-
pants bring their Student Books to class and use their
answers to create lively discussions. Sometime during
the lesson, take time to discuss the questions and
answers in the Students’ Book.

IIIIIntntntntntrrrrroooooddddducucucucuctttttioioioioion tn tn tn tn to the Boo the Boo the Boo the Boo the Book ook ook ook ook offfff     AAAAAcccccts - ts - ts - ts - ts - “The Book of
Acts, written by Luke, is the story of the men and
women who took (the) commission seriously and
began to spread the news of the risen Saviour to the
most remote corners of the known world. . . Acts was
written to trace the development of the body of
Christ over the one-generation transition from a
primarily Jewish to a predominantly Gentile member-
ship. This apologetic work presents Christianity as
distinct from Judaism but also as its fulfillment” (The
Open Bible, Introduction to Acts).

WWWWWhhhhhy Stary Stary Stary Stary Start t t t t WWWWWith ith ith ith ith AAAAAbbbbbrrrrraham? - aham? - aham? - aham? - aham? - Ask: Since Acts is a
New Testament book, and an account of the growth
of the New Testament church, why do we begin our
study by going back to the life of Abraham? Was
Abraham a Jew? Explain. (Allow time for discussion.)

Abraham Obeyed God Abraham Obeyed God Abraham Obeyed God Abraham Obeyed God Abraham Obeyed God - Ask: How did you feel
about God’s extraordinary request as a sacrifice from
Abraham the son God had promised and given to him
in his old age? (Read the Background to your class.)
Ask: Given Abraham’s background, how do you think
this made things even harder for Abraham, and
required even greater faith?

FFFFFrrrrrooooom Fm Fm Fm Fm Fatheatheatheatheather To Sr To Sr To Sr To Sr To Sooooon - n - n - n - n - God passed his blessing
from Abraham to his son, Isaac, in Genesis 26:4-5.
(Have someone read the passage aloud.) Ask: How
could Abraham, who lived generations before Moses,
have kept God’s laws, command-
ments, and statutes?

CCCCChrhrhrhrhristististististianitianitianitianitianity Cy Cy Cy Cy Cooooomparmparmparmparmpareeeeed Tod Tod Tod Tod To

Judaism - Judaism - Judaism - Judaism - Judaism - There are 18 million
people in the world who follow
Judaism and 2.1 billion who profess
to be Christians. The underlying
ethical system of each is the same.

Ask: To what can we attribute the phenomenal
growth of Christianity?

WWWWWhat Dhat Dhat Dhat Dhat Doooooes Tes Tes Tes Tes This Hhis Hhis Hhis Hhis Haaaaavvvvve To De To De To De To De To Do o o o o WWWWWith Mith Mith Mith Mith Me? - e? - e? - e? - e? - Jesus
gave the Great Commission to his disciples before
he ascended into heaven. Ask: What was that
commission? Who did he instruct the message of
salvation be preached to? Abraham’s blessing was
not merely a matter of having a religion, but of
using that religion to change the lives of men. Ask:
Have we become like the Jews of old – have we
made this our our our our our religion? (Divide your class into
groups of two or three. Have them brainstorm,
thinking like someone who is not of your tradition
– an outsider.) Ask: Are there reasons an outsider
would feel he was being excluded if he attended
one of your services?  List some things you can do
in your city to fulfill the Great Commission.
(Allow time for discussion in the groups.) Ask
each group to present their lists to the class for
discussion. Which of these can and should be
implemented?

The Just Shall Live By Faith The Just Shall Live By Faith The Just Shall Live By Faith The Just Shall Live By Faith The Just Shall Live By Faith - No man is
justified by the law in the sight of God. Galatians
3:4-16 teaches the just shall live by faith. The law
is not a matter of faith. Nevertheless, the man who
does them shall live in them. Christ has redeemed
us from the curse of the law (because we have
sinned and broken it). Seeing that God would
justify the heathen, the Goy, the Gentiles through
faith, God preached the Gospel to Abraham. God
was not satisfied to be the God of one small corner
of the world or one family. God’s fulfillment of

Abraham’s blessing would take
place in Abraham’s descendants.
Because of Christ’s sacrifice, the
blessing of Abraham would
come on the Gentiles through
Christ, that we might receive
the promise of the Spirit
through faith.

Abraham and Isaac, etching by Rembrandt van Rijn, 1645
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OOOOOBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVES
At the end of this study, participants will be able to:

1. Describe the tragic events of Judas’ betrayal and
suicide.

2. Name Judas’ successor and tell how he was
selected.

3. Tell how the filling of the Holy Spirit on the Day
of Pentecost differs from what is seen in some

churches today.

BBBBBACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUND
Judas is a tragic figure, made all the more so by

his remorse. If he had stayed in his unrepentant
state as betrayer, that would be one thing. But when
he saw the results of his betrayal – that Jesus was
not merely flogged or corrected, put in stocks and
then released, but was condemned to die – Judas was
smitten in his heart with remorse. He was sorry, but
he couldn’t undo what he had done. Judas went out

and hanged himself, a wretched, miserable suicide.

Peter’s account of Judas’ gruesome death differs
from that found in the Gospels. The presumption is
that after Judas hung himself, he was there some

time before they cut him down, and subsequently

fell down upon some rocks. It has been suggested
that decay had already set in causing his body to
burst open. Some have even speculated that he may

have impaled himself upon a stake.

HHHHHOWOWOWOWOW T T T T TOOOOO L L L L LEADEADEADEADEAD T T T T THISHISHISHISHIS L L L L LESSONESSONESSONESSONESSON
TTTTThe Quandarhe Quandarhe Quandarhe Quandarhe Quandary -y -y -y -y - Judas, the betrayer, was no

longer among the faithful followers. How could a

Acts 1:15-26; 2:1-31; Psalm 55:12-14

SSSSSCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURES

man who had been a part of Jesus’ ministry, had

witnessed the miracles, and experienced the heart-
felt compassion of the Lord, have committed such a
dastardly deed?

Sometime during the lesson, take time to

discuss the questions and answers in the Students’
Book. Divide your class into two groups. Assign

group one Matthew 27:1-10, and group two Acts
1:16-20. Have each group read the Scriptures,

brainstorm, and list the main events of their ac-

count of Judas’ betrayal and death. They are to be
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ready to discuss the differences of the two accounts.
(Allow ample time to discuss the differences.) Ask:
Was Judas’ “remorse” in Matthew 27:4 the same as
repentance? Why, or why not? (Ask for scriptures to
support their opinions.)

Peter, who was prone to impulsiveness, assumed
the leadership role. He pointed out that, because of
Judas’ betrayal and ultimate suicide, the disciples
were one short of what God intended. Peter delin-
eated specific criteria to be met in order to be num-
bered among the 12. Ask: What were the two re-
quirements? Discuss the process of casting lots. Ask:
How did this differ from merely flipping a coin?

The Assembly - The Assembly - The Assembly - The Assembly - The Assembly - Jesus had been crucified, buried,
resurrected, and was now seated at the right hand of
the Father. His last instructions to the disciples were
to wait in Jerusalem where they would be empow-
ered by the Holy Spirit. In ten days’ time this band of
faithful followers “would explode the biggest bomb-
shell ever detonated on earth and change the course
of history forever” (Exploring Acts, by John
Phillips). “They were no longer an easily scattered
group of disciples, but a commissioned, New Testa-
ment Body, united, worshiping, waiting to be endued
with power from on high (Luke 24:46-53). They
were already the Church” (The Complete Biblical
Library, The Acts of the Apostles, p. 19). But for
now, they waited. . . and prayed.

Ask someone to read Acts 2:1 aloud. Pentecost
had fully come. The period of waiting was coming to
an end, and Old Testament prophecies were about to
be fulfilled. Jesus’ followers were
assembled in one place, most likely
the Temple area, in keeping with
God’s command to observe the Feast
of Weeks (Exodus 23:14-17). And an
important element, one that is
worth noting with special emphasis,
is that they were in agreement!they were in agreement!they were in agreement!they were in agreement!they were in agreement!

In a day and time when church
splits, denominational diatribes, and
ministerial mistrust are the norm,
how refreshing it would be to find a
whole church gathered together, and
in one accord.  How much more
could we accomplish, how many

more souls would be added to the Kingdom if God’s
people could just be in agreement? This fledgling
church was about to demonstrate the power of a
united effort.

The Phenomenon - The Phenomenon - The Phenomenon - The Phenomenon - The Phenomenon - The actual phenomenon of
the appearance of the Holy Spirit had to be de-
scribed in metaphorical terms. Ask: How did Luke
characterize what happened on this day? How
could you put it in today’s vernacular?

Divide your class into two groups. Ask group
one to brainstorm and come up with a description
of what is commonly called “speaking in tongues.”
Group two is to describe how the filling of the Holy
Spirit manifested itself in the early church on
Pentecost. Bring the two groups back together and
discuss the differences. Ask: Why do you think the
doubters mocked them and accused them of being
drunk? How did Peter’s response, referring to Joel
2:28-29, differ from how God usually revealed
himself in Old Testament times?

The Commission -The Commission -The Commission -The Commission -The Commission - By bringing thousands of
people, who spoke multiple languages and dialects,
to Jerusalem, and by empowering the 120 to com-
municate God’s message in each of those languages
and dialects, God confirmed that he wanted them to

gogogogogo. The Great Commission said gogogogogo!  God wanted them
to take the message to Jerusalem, to Judea, to Samaria,
and to the uttermost parts of the world. And the gift
of the Holy Spirit gave them what they needed to get
the job done. “The Spirit transform(ed) a small group
of fearful men into a thriving, worldwide church that

is ever moving forward and fulfill-
ing the Great Commission” (The
King James Open Bible, notes on
Acts).

Your personal Judea and
Samaria might be your neighbor-
hood, your city, your state, or
other areas outside your local
church community. Discuss what
you as a group or individual are
doing to take the Gospel to these
areas and thus fulfill the Great
Commission. Ask: What can be
done to further your (our) out-
reach?

Pentecost, painting by Titian, 1541



LLLLLESSONESSONESSONESSONESSON 3: 3: 3: 3: 3:

AAAAADMINISTRATIVEDMINISTRATIVEDMINISTRATIVEDMINISTRATIVEDMINISTRATIVE

HHHHHEADACHESEADACHESEADACHESEADACHESEADACHES
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OOOOOBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVES
At the end of this study, participants will be able to:
1. Describe the extraordinary growth from the

original 12 disciples to over 8,000 in a very
short time.

2. Explain why miracles, such as “speaking in
tongues” and healing of the lame man, angered
the religious leaders of the day.

3. Tell the central theme of Peter’s message.

BBBBBACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUND
Archaeologists have found evidence of what

they call a “Christian synagogue” located on
Mount Zion just outside of Jerusalem’s old city
wall. Everyone in that early church was a Jew, and
the synagogue was the pattern of worship they all
knew. It was only natural that they continue to
worship in the synagogue. It was the New Testa-
ment writers who adopted the Greek word,
Ekklesia, which means “assembly,” and is trans-
lated “church,” to differentiate between the Chris-

tian assembly and the Jewish assembly.

“Up to this point, the Jewish nation had looked
to the animal sacrifices offered in the Temple as
the source of remission of sin. . . . John had
pointed to Jesus and said: ‘Behold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world!’
(John 1:29). Jesus was God’s Lamb. God, in grace
beyond all human comprehension, had taken the
crime of Calvary and turned it into a means for
taking away their sins. So, by being baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ, they would not only be
repudiating the guilt of the Hebrew nation, but

Acts 2:36-4:22; Exodus 19:18-21;
Deuteronomy 18:15-19

SSSSSCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURES

they would be acknowledging their personal accep-
tance of Jesus as God’s Lamb, God’s provision in
salvation for their sin” (Exploring Acts, by John
Phillips).

HHHHHOWOWOWOWOW     TOTOTOTOTO L L L L LEADEADEADEADEAD T T T T THISHISHISHISHIS L L L L LESSONESSONESSONESSONESSON
The original group of 12 disciples had grown to

120 as they assembled in the Upper Room, awaiting
the outpouring of God’s Spirit upon them. Ask: What
were two remarkable characteristics of this fledgling
church? (They were all assembledall assembledall assembledall assembledall assembled, and were all inall inall inall inall in
agreementagreementagreementagreementagreement.)

The manifestation of the Holy Spirit filling those
120 faithful followers was that they all began to spread
the message of Jesus to the thousands who had gath-
ered in Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of Pentecost.
The miracle was, that although these thousands spoke
different languages and dialects, each could hear and
understand the message of “the wonderful works of
God.” Discuss the impact churches could have on an
unbelieving world today if they possessed these same
characteristics.
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TrTrTrTrTrue To Hue To Hue To Hue To Hue To His Mis Mis Mis Mis Messagessagessagessagessage e e e e - The central theme of
Peter’s message was addressed to the House of Judah
and those who hung with Judah after their captivity.
Rumors of Jesus’ resurrection had abounded and
many probably suspected that it might be true.
Peter stated, “Therefore let all Israel be assured of
this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified,
both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36 NIV).

The Holy Spirit went to work on the hearts of
those who heard. They recognized their guilt – that
they were personally accountable for their sin. They
asked, “What shall we do?” And remaining true to
his message, Peter preached to them, “repentance
for the remission of sins,”  promising that they, too,
would receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Sometime during the lesson, take time to discuss
the questions and answers in the Students’ Book.
Divide your class into two groups. Have group one
use their Student Books to come to a consensus as
to whether there can be true conversion without
conviction, giving scriptures to validate their view.
Have group two discuss the definition of the word
repent. Ask participants to use their concordances to
find verses to illustrate that true repentance is more
than just saying you’re sorry. When the groups have
completed their assignments, call them back to-
gether to give a synopsis of their findings.

A LoA LoA LoA LoA Logggggistististististical Pical Pical Pical Pical Prrrrrooooobbbbblelelelelem - m - m - m - m - After Pentecost, this
fledgling church of 120 people suddenly added 3,000
members. Growth of this magnitude meant that each
of the original 120 baptized, on average, 25 people in
one day. Ask: Where would these new converts
worship? Why did so many stay in Jerusalem?

The Religious Leaders The Religious Leaders The Religious Leaders The Religious Leaders The Religious Leaders - Ask someone to read the
second paragraph under Background
to the group. Undoubtedly, seeing
3,000 people espouse the teachings of
Jesus and publicly identify with him
through baptism caused a stir among
the Jewish hierarchy. They watched to
see what these “fanatical followers of
Jesus” would do next. And what
happened next brought this whole
incident to a head. It culminated in
Peter and John being kept overnight
in jail, and the eventual order that
they, “speak henceforth to no man in

this name.”

MMMMMiririririraaaaaculous Hculous Hculous Hculous Hculous Healing ealing ealing ealing ealing - Peter and John had gone
to the Temple to pray, as was their custom. Arriving
at the gate called Beautiful, they encountered a
man who had been lame from birth. This man
earned his living by sitting at the Temple gate
begging alms. Seeing Peter and John enter, the man
naturally asked that they give him something. Peter
answered, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I
do have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, rise up and walk.” This is not what the
man expected. Ask: Why was this healing so mi-
raculous? How did onlookers respond?

Once again, Peter used this miracle as an
opportunity to emphasize that the Jews had re-
jected God’s Holy One, Jesus, the Messiah. Not
only that, they had killed him, albeit they did it
ignorantly. Ask: Why is it so hard for Jews, yester-
day and today, to accept Jesus as their Messiah?
(They were expecting the Messiah to usher in the
Kingdom. They were not prepared for a suffering
Messiah. They looked on his death as a weakness
unbefitting the King of Glory.) How did the belief
of the Sadducees prevent them from accepting that
Jesus was the Messiah?

Continued Growth Continued Growth Continued Growth Continued Growth Continued Growth - Following this miraculous
healing was another influx of converts to Christian-
ity. Five thousand men heard and believed. The
addition of these converts had an enormous effect
on Jerusalem and surrounding areas.

The manifestation of Holy Spirit power through
speaking in languages, and miracles performed by
the disciples were awesome demonstrations of what
God can do through people filled with His Spirit.

Have group one discuss and explain
the residual power of God as shown
in 2 Kings 13:20-21. Assign Exodus
34:29-35 to group two. Ask: Is this
kind of power available to us today?
Why/why not?
    Peter refused to be silenced by
religious leaders. He said, “Whether it
be right in the sight of God to hearken
unto you more than unto God, judge
ye.” God turned a bunch of frightened
losers into winners! Remember, you
were Born to Win!

Peter Healing the Sick with His Shadow
fresco by Masaccio, c. 1428, in Brancacci Chapel, Florence, Italy
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LLLLLESSONESSONESSONESSONESSON 4: 4: 4: 4: 4:

PPPPPOWEROWEROWEROWEROWER     TOTOTOTOTO

PPPPPROPAGATEROPAGATEROPAGATEROPAGATEROPAGATE

OOOOOBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVES
At the end of this study, participants will be able to:
1. Describe the incident involving Ananias and

Sapphira, and tell how it differed from what
Barnabas did.

2. Explain why the religious leaders were so opposed
to what was happening with this young church.

3. Tell about the problem that came from within the
church, and how the problem was solved.

4. Explain why it was so remarkable that some of
the priests also were converted.

BBBBBACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUND
Within the Holy Place of the Tabernacle was an

inner room called the Holy of Holies, or the Most
Holy Place. It was God’s special dwelling place in the
presence of his people. A curtain, or veil, separated
the Holy of Holies from the Holy Place. Once a year,
on the Day of Atonement, the High Priest would
enter and make an atoning sacrifice for the sins of
the people. Whoever entered the Holy of Holies was
entering the very presence of God. Only one person,
the High Priest, could enter behind the veil and that
only once in the year, lest he die (Leviticus 16:2).
However, Jesus’ sacrificial death on the stake
changed that. At the moment of his death, the veil
was torn, signifying that we all now have access to
the Father without a human priest interceding.

HHHHHOWOWOWOWOW     TOTOTOTOTO L L L L LEADEADEADEADEAD T T T T THISHISHISHISHIS L L L L LESSONESSONESSONESSONESSON
Sometime during the lesson, take time to discuss

the questions and answers in the Students’ Book.

Acts 4:23-6:7; Mark 15:38-39;
1 Corinthians 1:22-24

SSSSSCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURES

Imagine yourself sitting on a runway, the
afterburners of two jet engines roaring behind, and
missiles under your wings. Now, imagine you are a
young, cocky, pilot, in peak physical condition, with
skills honed to perfection, awaiting your first
combat mission. Ask: What kinds of feelings do you
suppose would be coursing through you? If you
have ever seen the movie, Top Gun, you know that
this kind of raw power must be kept on a tight
leash, lest that power be corrupted, and a danger-
ous force be loosed on society.

IIIIInfusionfusionfusionfusionfusion on on on on offfff P P P P Pooooowwwwweeeeer - r - r - r - r - Following the miraculous
infusion of power by the Holy Spirit on Pentecost,
the disciples must have felt much like the young
pilot – exhilarated, confident, and ready for action.
They had experienced, felt, and participated in
many wondrous signs and miracles. Ask: If you had
the power to heal the sick, to just say “rise up and
walk” and have it happen, how would that affect
you? What kind of responsibility would it place on
you? How would it change the way you look upon
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yourself, the way you respond to others? How did it
affect the disciples?

Peter and John had been arrested, then warned

not to preach anymore in the name of Jesus Christ.
But instead of being cowed by that warning, they
were again energized. The Holy Spirit  “topped off”
their tanks with power, so much so that the whole
place was shaken.

Ask one person to read Acts 4:23-30 aloud, and
another person to read Psalm 2:1 aloud. Ask: Why
should the disciples have expected opposition to
their preaching?

All Things Common -All Things Common -All Things Common -All Things Common -All Things Common - Divide your class into two
groups. Ask group one to read Acts 4:32-37, discuss
it, and come up with a consensus as to why
Barnabas sold his land and gave the proceeds to the
disciples. Ask group two to read Acts 5:1-10 and
come up with a consensus as to why Ananias and
Sapphira lied about what they did. Ask each group to
give a synopsis of their findings to the entire group.
Ask: Do you feel death was an appropriate punish-
ment for their crime? Why/why not? Who was
responsible for meting out this punishment?

AAAAAttattattattattaccccck Fk Fk Fk Fk Frrrrrooooom m m m m WWWWWithouithouithouithouithout -t -t -t -t - During this exciting, yet
scary time for the fledgling church, the religious
establishment was filled with indignation. Peter and
John were again arrested. Ask: Why do you think
God sent an angel to release them this time?

Ask group one to read Acts 5:20-28 and discuss
the reaction of religious leaders to the disciples
defying their orders. They should be ready to de-
scribe it to the entire group when they are brought
back together. They should also be able
to tell what charge was brought against
the disciples.

Peter used this as another opportu-
nity to remind these religious rulers
that they were responsible for the
death of Jesus, and to proclaim him as
the risen Lord and Savior. Here they
were given an opportunity to repent

and accept Christ as their Savior. Acts 5:33 tells us
that “they were furious.” Instead of repenting, they
rejected the message and the Savior. They began to
look for a way to kill the disciples.

Assign group two to read Acts 5:38-39. When
they come back together they should be able to
answer the following questions: 1) Who was
Gamaliel?  2) What advice did he give the counsel
of religious leaders? Discuss why they were so set
on trying to stop this steamroller.

PPPPPrrrrrooooobbbbblelelelelems ms ms ms ms WWWWWithin - ithin - ithin - ithin - ithin - Meanwhile, because of their
rapid growth, the church was having internal
problems. Ask: Why was there murmuring about
the distribution of support to the widows? What
Old Testament example can you give that shows
this care of widows and the poor was a
longstanding tradition? Why would it be such a
problem for the disciples at this time?

The Division of Labor - The Division of Labor - The Division of Labor - The Division of Labor - The Division of Labor - This was an acknowl-
edgment of two distinct areas of service. The 12
gave themselves over to prayer and preaching,
while seven were assigned the ministry of the
physical needs of the church. Ask: In present day
churches, how do we see this division at work?
What do you think is meant by the laying on of
hands? How do we know that the men chosen for
this position didn’t receive the Holy Spirit as a
result of the laying on of hands?

Open Access - Open Access - Open Access - Open Access - Open Access - Ask someone to read the Back-
ground     to the group, and someone else to read
Mark 15:37-39 aloud. Ask: With this in mind, why
was it so remarkable that “a great company of the

priests were obedient to the faith”
(Acts 6:7)?
      Power often creates chaos, and it
takes time to bring order. But the
result was not a slowing down of the
progress of the church. Instead,
some of the priesthood who had
been in opposition to the growth of

the church were being converted.

The Distribution of Alms and the Death of Ananias
fresco by Masaccio, c. 1426-27, in Brancacci Chapel, Florence, Italy
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LLLLLESSONESSONESSONESSONESSON 5: 5: 5: 5: 5:

TTTTTHEHEHEHEHE F F F F FIRSTIRSTIRSTIRSTIRST

CCCCCHRISTIANHRISTIANHRISTIANHRISTIANHRISTIAN M M M M MARTYRARTYRARTYRARTYRARTYR

OOOOOBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVES
At the end of this study, participants will be able to:
1. Explain why religious leaders in the synagogue

felt compelled to debate Stephen’s message.
2. Name some similarities between Jesus’ execution

and Stephen’s.
3. Describe the reaction of religious leaders to

Stephen’s historical recount and indictment.
4. Tell how Stephen’s death was a tribute to God’s

grace.

BBBBBACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUND
The great divide between Christianity and

Judaism goes back a lot further than most people
realize. References have been found in the Dead Sea
Scrolls, written before the time of Jesus, about the
“evil priests at the Temple.” Dichotomies between
the different aspects of Judaism aren’t new. Prophets
down through the generations chastised Israel, again
and again, for their corruption. They were not
referring to non-religious people, but the priests
who were still offering sacrifices in the Temple.

Jesus, himself, was continually in conflict with
the leaders of Judaism. Their religion had become
abhorrent to God because of their attitudes, their
hearts, and the way they were living their lives. So it
was at the time of the New Testament church.

HHHHHOWOWOWOWOW     TOTOTOTOTO L L L L LEADEADEADEADEAD T T T T THISHISHISHISHIS L L L L LESSONESSONESSONESSONESSON
In the first days, the church in the Book of Acts

added to their numbers – first 3,000, then 5,000
new members. But now people were flocking to the

Acts 6:1-7:60; Luke 22:47-23:46

SSSSSCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURES

meetings. Great numbers were becoming disciples
and their numbers multiplied. “Since the main
meeting place was still the Temple court, the
evidence of this growth must have been a daily
source of frustration to the high priest and his
friends” (Exploring Acts, by John Phillips).

This phenomenal growth also created internal
problems. Among these new converts were a large
number of indigents and widows. It had been a
longstanding tradition to distribute food and other
supplies to these needy people. But now the task
had become overwhelming. In addition, there were
complaints of unfair distribution to certain classes
of people.

The First Deacons - The First Deacons - The First Deacons - The First Deacons - The First Deacons - It was decided that the
Apostles needed help with the ministry to the
material needs of the people. Seven men were
chosen by the church members, not the Apostles,
to fill this position.

Sometime during the lesson, take time to
discuss the questions and answers in the Students’
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Book. Divide participants into two groups. Have group
one read Deuteronomy 1:10-14 and Acts 6:3. Write
out qualifications to look for in a good leader. Assign
group two to read 1 Timothy 3 and list the qualifica-
tions of a deacon. As you bring the groups back
together, ask each group to read their lists, recording
their findings on a chalkboard or newsprint pad. Ask:
Do you think it would have been difficult to find
seven men meeting these qualifications at the time of
the New Testament church? What about today?

Divine Enablement Divine Enablement Divine Enablement Divine Enablement Divine Enablement - Stephen was chosen to be
one of the seven deacons. He was well educated and
well known. His zeal, and the wondrous works he
performed brought him to the attention of the reli-
gious leaders. Stephen was in the synagogue disputing
with the Libertines about the messiahship of Jesus.
His knowledge of the Scriptures along with the power
of the Holy Spirit made him a formidable debater. Try
as they would, these leaders were not able to defeat
him, so they set about to discredit him with false
accusations. He was brought before the Sanhedrin.
Ask: What accusation did they bring against Stephen?
To what do you think they were referring?

StStStStSteeeeeppppphehehehehennnnn’’’’’s s s s s AAAAAddrddrddrddrddress - ess - ess - ess - ess - Ask group one to use a Bible
Dictionary and look up the word “Sanhedrin.” After
discussing it, come up with a synopsis of its history,
composition, and jurisdiction. Ask group two to read
the text of Stephen’s address before the Sanhedrin in
Acts 7:2-50, and prepare a synopsis of its contents. As
you bring both groups back together, have both
groups present their findings.

Ask: Since this history was ingrained in these
religious leaders, why do you think they were so
incensed by Stephen’s narrative?

IIIIIndicndicndicndicndicttttting the Sing the Sing the Sing the Sing the Sanheanheanheanheanhedrdrdrdrdrin -in -in -in -in - “Stephen now dropped
his defense and went boldly to the attack, vilifying his
listeners for their persistent and continuing opposition
to God. Their chief sin was that of resisting the Holy
Spirit. Their treatment of the saviors, the Scriptures,
and the sanctuaries God had given them, and, above
all, their treatment of the Son of God, constituted a
persistent sin against the Holy Ghost” (Exploring Acts,
by John Phillips).

The ministry of Old Testament prophets was one
of denouncing the sins of the people. For this, as one
might expect, they were persecuted. They were tor-
tured, stoned, sawn in pieces, and burned for their

faith and message. Now, Stephen accuses these
religious leaders of a crime even more horrendous
than what was done to the prophets of old. Ask:
What was his indictment against them?

PPPPParararararalalalalallelelelelelism Belism Belism Belism Belism Betwtwtwtwtweeeeeeeeeen Jesn Jesn Jesn Jesn Jesus and Stus and Stus and Stus and Stus and Steeeeeppppphehehehehen n n n n - Ask
the participants to share findings from their
Student Book on the parallels between Jesus’
betrayal and death, and those of Stephen’s. List
these on the chalkboard or newsprint pad as they
are given.

StStStStSteeeeeppppphehehehehennnnn’’’’’s s s s s VVVVVisioisioisioisioision n n n n - While the mob was clamor-
ing for Stephen’s death, the Holy Spirit directed
Stephen’s attention heavenward. Ask: What did
Stephen see? Why was this vision such an affront
to the religious leaders?

RRRRRaaaaaw Fw Fw Fw Fw Fururururury y y y y - Stephen’s execution is an example
of what raw fury, rage, and wrath can compel a
person to do. Jeremiah likens fury to a burning fire
that cannot be quenched, to the destruction of a
whirlwind, and to waste and desolation. This same
emotion and reaction of the religious leaders to
Stephen’s declaration in Acts 7:56 is seen in
Matthew 8:28-32. Ask someone to read the Mat-
thew account aloud. Ask: Why were these demon-
possessed swine bent on self-destruction?

PPPPPeaeaeaeaeaccccce e e e e AAAAAmidst the Stmidst the Stmidst the Stmidst the Stmidst the Stooooorrrrrm - m - m - m - m - The violence of
Stephen’s death stands in sharp contrast to the
peace that came upon this first Christian martyr.
Rather than crying out against the injustice,
Stephen looked steadfastly into the face of his
Savior. His last words were a prayer for his execu-
tioners. This was an example of Jesus’ Sermon on
The Mount in action.

The Stoning of St. Stephen
etching by Rembrandt van Rijn, 1635
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LLLLLESSONESSONESSONESSONESSON  6:  6:  6:  6:  6:

OOOOONENENENENE S S S S STEPTEPTEPTEPTEP

ATATATATAT     AAAAA T T T T TIMEIMEIMEIMEIME

OOOOOBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVES
At the end of this study, participants will be able to:
1. Tell why religious leaders felt threatened by

Stephen’s preaching.
2. Explain how Saul of Tarsus was instrumental in

fulfilling the Great Commission.
3. Recap the story of Simon the sorcerer.
4. Tell how the conversion of the Ethiopian eunuch

was further proof that God accepted the Gentiles.

BBBBBACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUND
“The Samaritans were descendants from a

mixture of the remnant of Israel with foreigners
who were settled in Samaria by the conquering
Assyrians when the upper classes were taken into
exile (2 Kings 17). . . Because the Jews regarded the
Samaritans as racial and religious half-breeds,
violent racial prejudices had to be overcome before
the church could become a truly universal people”
(The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, p. 1138). As a
result of Jesus’ encounter with the Woman at the
Well, many Samaritans had become believers. Many
more who had heard the message of Christ, now
gladly received the message of Philip, were con-
verted, and baptized.

The Ethiopian eunuch had gone to Jerusalem
with the intention of worshiping. He looked forward
to seeing the Temple in all its glory. But he was
sorely disappointed. Materialism, hypocrisy, intoler-
ance, narrow exclusivism, and sectarianism led to
many squabbles. Judaism was dead! But amidst this

Acts 8:1-39; 2 Kings 17:24-29; John 4:1-39

SSSSSCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURES

deadness was a seed of life. The Ethiopian had
purchased a copy of the Isaiah scroll.

HHHHHOWOWOWOWOW     TOTOTOTOTO L L L L LEADEADEADEADEAD T T T T THISHISHISHISHIS L L L L LESSONESSONESSONESSONESSON
Saul of Tarsus was a member of the synagogue

where Stephen had disputed, and been falsely
accused. Saul was also a student of the teacher,
Gamaliel. When we last saw Saul he was standing
by a pile of cloaks of the religious leaders who
stoned Stephen to death.
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Following Stephen’s death, the fledgling church
at Jerusalem experienced “great persecution.” Much
of this persecution was initiated by Saul, who be-
came more and more energetic, making “havoc” of
the church. He went from house to house, literally
dragging men and women out to be put in prison for
their faith. Ask: Why do you think Saul was so
vicious in his attacks? Instead of having the desired
effect, the persecution of the church was actually
the tool God used to fulfill the Great Commission.

Philip, a deacon, left Jerusalem for Samaria,
taking with him the Gospel message of Christ. Ask
someone to read aloud the first paragraph under
Background. Although the Jews despised the Sa-
maritans, they were part of God’s overall plan. Ask:
How do we know that is true? And as part of his
plan, there was great joy in the city over the miracles
and message preached to them. The Jews rejected
the Gospel of Christ, but the Samaritans loved it!

Upon hearing of the great success the ministry
to the Samaritans was having, the Jerusalem church
sent emissaries, Peter and John, to encourage these
new converts. Ask: What was the first order of
business performed by Peter and John?

Sometime during the lesson, take time to discuss
the questions and answers in the Students’ Book.
Divide your class into two groups to read the ac-
count of Simon the sorcerer in Acts 8:9-24. Ask
group one to discuss why one would believe that
Simon’s belief was sincere. Ask group two to discuss
what would lead them to believe that his faith was a
fraud. Bring both groups back together. Have each
group give their conclusion. Ask: Do you believe
there are baptized church members who have never
truly been converted? Explain.

After Samaria, Philip was sent by an angel out
into the desert of Gaza. There he had an encounter
with a man from Ethiopia. Ask someone to read the
second paragraph under Background aloud.

We take our Bibles for granted, but these scrolls
were laboriously copied by hand. Though the Ethio-
pian eunuch was in charge of the queen’s treasury,
these copies were rare and very expensive. This
scroll would be a valuable addition to her treasury.

Philip obeyed the directive by the angel, and
seeing the Ethiopian chariot, he ran alongside it.
Imagine his surprise when he heard the man reading

the Scriptures aloud. Ask: What was so unusual
about this Ethiopian reading from the book of
Isaiah? Philip must also have thought this unusual,
because he asked if the man understood what he
was reading.

Have everyone turn to Isaiah 53 and read it
silently. The Ethiopian asked Philip if Isaiah was
speaking of himself or another. Ask: How would
you answer this question? What is the theme of this
chapter? Why would this chapter be especially hard
for a Jew to understand?

There was no New Testament then. Philip
couldn’t turn in his Bible to explain this passage of
Scripture. Ask: How could this Old Testament
passage be used to bring the man to faith in Christ?

Divide your class into pairs. Ask one person in
each pair to play the part of an unconverted person
(the Ethiopian eunuch) and the other will present
the message of salvation (Philip). Using only Isaiah
53, have the presenter show how Jesus became our
intercessor, our Savior. The person portraying the
Ethiopian may ask any questions he has, and the
presenter must answer from Isaiah. This exercise
will reveal two things: 1) that the Old Testament
prophesied about a suffering Messiah, 2) that Jesus’
death and resurrection was God’s plan to deliver
man from his sin. Ask: How did you feel about this
kind of exercise? Was it easy or difficult for you? Do
you find it easy or difficult to witness to others
about your faith? Why or why not?

Philip must have made clear to the Ethiopian that
faith in Christ must be accompanied by obedience. It
called for a public confession of Him through bap-
tism. (See Luke 12:8 and 1 Peter 3:18-22.)

As they came to a “certain water,” which may
have been a stream, or a pool, the eunuch said,
“See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be
baptized?” He was more than willing, he was anx-
ious to identify himself with Christ.  Ask: How did
Philip respond? What Scriptures substantiate
Philip’s response?

The church is like a mother to Christians. We
depend on it. But, the church is not the instrument
of salvation. The Ethiopian went home rejoicing,
but with no church to welcome him. He may well
have been the seed out of which the Ethiopian
church grew.
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LLLLLESSONESSONESSONESSONESSON 7: 7: 7: 7: 7:

A CA CA CA CA CHOSENHOSENHOSENHOSENHOSEN

VVVVVESSELESSELESSELESSELESSEL

OOOOOBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVES
At the end of this study, participants will be able to:
1. Identify Saul as being the instigator of the early

church persecution.
2. Describe the events surrounding his conversion.
3. Tell how God called him to be the disciple to the

Gentiles.
4. Explain how Matthew 5:44 was lived out in Saul’s

life.

BBBBBACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUND
Paul’s religion was Judaism. Many make the

mistake of looking at the controversy between
Christians and Jews and thinking the Old Testament
presents the religion you and I know as Judaism.
That is not true!

Adin Stienaltz, in The Essential Talmud, said “If
the Bible is the cornerstone of Judaism, then the
Talmud is the central pillar soaring up from the
foundations and supporting the entire spiritual and
intellectual edifice. In many ways, the Talmud is the
most important book in Jewish culture.”

The Talmud is said to have grown out of the oral
law, but what began to happen about 200 years after
the ascension of Jesus Christ was that Jewish schol-
ars began to write down what had previously been
strictly oral. When Jesus referred to the “traditions
of the fathers,” that “tradition” was talking about the
oral law which became the Talmud.

The reason so many people are confused about
Paul is because they confuse the law of Moses with
Judaism. The law of Moses is the cornerstone of
Judaism, but the oral law is its central pillar. For

Acts 9:1-31; Matthew 5:44; 1 Corinthians 12:13-27

SSSSSCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURES

Jesus and Paul, Christianity would share the same
cornerstone, but the rest of the foundation and the
central pillar of it all are entirely different. For
Christianity, the central pillar is Christ. He is also
the cornerstone.

Before class, write the following scriptures on
separate slips of paper: 1 Timothy 1:12-15; Psalm
103:11-13; 1 John 1:9; Galatians 6:6-10. As partici-
pants arrive, ask for volunteers to take one of the
verses to read aloud when called upon.

HHHHHOWOWOWOWOW     TOTOTOTOTO L L L L LEADEADEADEADEAD T T T T THISHISHISHISHIS L L L L LESSONESSONESSONESSONESSON
Sometime during the lesson, take time to

discuss the questions and answers in the Students’
Book.

CCCCChalhalhalhalhallelelelelengngngngnging Going Going Going Going God -d -d -d -d - Saul of Tarsus was probably
one of the most intellectual men in history –
educated under the great teacher, Gamaliel, a
Pharisee, and member of the Jewish council. A man
of his character, determination, and anger would
have thoroughly investigated the teachings of Jesus.
He studied this new sect, went to the tomb, inter-
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viewed the soldiers, cross-examined people who had
seen Jesus alive after the “alleged resurrection.” Since
Saul couldn’t get Jesus back into the tomb, he set
about to fill tombs with his disciples. He attempted to
put Jesus’ religion into a tomb. And, in a sense, Saul
was challenging God. But, Saul was soon to learn that
no man could destroy a new faith if God was intro-
ducing it. Ask: What do you think caused such vicious
hatred in the heart of Saul?

Saul was not content to pursue Christians just
around Jerusalem. Ask: What area did he target first?
How was he able to have authority to arrest people
200 miles from Jerusalem?

Damascus Road Encounter -Damascus Road Encounter -Damascus Road Encounter -Damascus Road Encounter -Damascus Road Encounter - Divide your class
into two groups. Ask group one to read Acts 9:3-8 and
discuss the physical aspects of Saul’s encounter with
the Lord on the Damascus Road. They are to be ready
to give a synopsis of these events when the groups
come back together. Ask group two to read the same
passage and discuss the conversation between Saul
and the Lord. They should be ready to answer the
following questions when the groups come back
together: 1) How did Saul know who was speaking to
him? 2) What was meant by the phrase in Acts 9:5, “it
is hard for thee to kick against the pricks”? 3) What
caused Saul’s immediate change of heart in Acts 9:6?

SSSSSininininin’’’’’s Cs Cs Cs Cs Cooooonsensensensenseqqqqqueueueueuencncncncnces -es -es -es -es - Saul went to Damascus to
await further instructions from God. He went three
days without food and water. Ask: What do you think
was going through Saul’s mind while he waited? Call
for 1 Timothy 1:12-15, and Psalm 103:11-13 to be
read aloud. Ask: When a person truly repents of a sin,
is it necessary to keep asking God to forgive that sin?
Call for 1 John 1:9 to be read. Ask: Does that mean
there are no consequences for our sins? Call for
Galatians 6:6-10 to be read. Ask: What examples can
you give, from the Bible or life, that illustrate this?

GoGoGoGoGod’d’d’d’d’s Is Is Is Is Instnstnstnstnstrrrrrumeumeumeumeument -nt -nt -nt -nt - Dwelling in Damascus was a
man named Ananias. God spoke to him in a vision and
told him to go to Straight Street and find Saul of
Tarsus. Saul’s reputation as a zealous persecutor of
believers was well known to Ananias. In Acts 9:13, he
came close to questioning God. Ask: Do you think it is
wrong to question God? Give reasons for your belief.
How did God respond to Ananias’ question. Did God’s
response affect Ananias’ actions? How?

We might never have known of this man, apart
from his willingness to be obedient. Ananias became

the instrument God used to restore Saul’s sight.
Ask: How did Ananias acknowledge that he be-
lieved Saul’s conversion was genuine?

Suspicion -Suspicion -Suspicion -Suspicion -Suspicion - Saul was a chosen vessel. His
commission was to go and make disciples among
the Gentiles. He wasted no time before beginning
his career of defending the faith. He immediately
started preaching Christ in the synagogues of
Damascus. The religious leaders were confounded.
“Isn’t this the same man who previously sought to
destroy us?” they asked. Not only were they suspi-
cious of Saul, they were fearful and angry. They
resorted to the age-old solution to things that
make one uncomfortable – they sought to kill him!

After being secretly helped to escape, Saul
went back to Jerusalem, but did not receive a
warm welcome. After all, Saul had left Jerusalem
with a company of men and extradition papers
giving him power to arrest and bring Christians
back for trial and judgment. How could he expect
the church to welcome him with open arms?

LoLoLoLoLovvvvve the Ue the Ue the Ue the Ue the Unlonlonlonlonlovvvvvababababable -le -le -le -le - Barnabas must have been
a man of spiritual discernment and generosity. He
unselfishly sold a parcel of land and gave the
proceeds to help feed the poor. He was also the
first person to welcome this former terrorist, Saul,
into the body of believers. Ask: How do you, as an
individual, or as a local body of believers, respond
to unsavory people? What do you think God would
have us do?

Saul spent some time in Jerusalem and the
surrounding communities boldly proclaiming
Jesus as Lord. His great intensity and drive now
expressed itself in a different direction. He dis-
puted in the same synagogues, but with a different
message. And
everywhere he
went, the reaction
was the same, they
sought to slay him.
So the Jerusalem
believers sent Saul
away to Caesarea,
and on to Tarsus.
And, with Saul
gone, things
quieted down for
the church.
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LLLLLESSONESSONESSONESSONESSON 8: 8: 8: 8: 8:

A TA TA TA TA TURNINGURNINGURNINGURNINGURNING

PPPPPOINTOINTOINTOINTOINT

OOOOOBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVES
At the end of this study, participants will be able to:
1. Explain how the peaceful conditions in Jerusalem

were The Turning Point in the spread of the
Gospel.

2. Describe the raising of Dorcas from the dead, and
tell what effect it had.

3. Tell how Peter’s encounter with Cornelius was
evidence that Jesus’ sacrifice was meant for the
Gentiles.

4. Explain what was meant by Peter’s vision of the
sheet let down from heaven.

BBBBBACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUND
Since the conditions in Jerusalem had quieted

down, Peter was now able to leave the city.
“The door of the church was about to be opened

formally to the Gentiles. With so many thousands
already saved, there must have been some sizeable
congregations, but the church was still Jewish in
character. The Samaritans were semi-Jewish. Peter’s
ministry must have been very much in demand.
Everyone would want to hear from his own lips the
wonderful story of Jesus. . . Accordingly we see Peter
beginning to move out. His first move was to Lydda
on the road to Joppa. It is likely Saul had passed
through here shortly before on his way to the coast;
that could have prompted Peter’s move” (Exploring
Acts, by John Phillips).

Before class, write the following words on
separate strips of paper: Saints; Believers; Disciples;
Brethren; Christians.

Acts 9:32-10:48; Mark 5:35-43;

Leviticus 11:41-47; Matthew 15:16-20

SSSSSCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURES

HHHHHOWOWOWOWOW     TOTOTOTOTO L L L L LEADEADEADEADEAD T T T T THISHISHISHISHIS L L L L LESSONESSONESSONESSONESSON
Paul and Stephen preached the Gospel message

with an intense, hard-driving approach. Was this
necessary? If they were inspired by God it was. But
now the focus shifts back to the Apostle Peter.

FirFirFirFirFirst Stst Stst Stst Stst Steeeeeps -ps -ps -ps -ps - Things had quieted down. Persecu-
tions seemed to have abated with the departure of
Paul and the death of Stephen. Peter takes his first
steps to carry the Gospel outside Jerusalem, and
thus fulfil the command of God. Peter’s purpose
was to visit the various congregations which had
sprung up following the persecution and scattering
of the believers.

Sometime during the lesson, take time to
discuss the questions and answers in the Students’
Book. Divide your class into five groups. Give each
group one of the following words to define and,
using a concordance, give a scriptural illustration
of: 1) Saints; 2) Believers; 3) Disciples; 4) Brethren;
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5) Christians. (If your class is small, have two groups
take two words.) When everyone seems to be fin-
ished, bring the groups back together. Discuss the
definitions and the reasons for using these words to
describe the church.

TTTTThe Hhe Hhe Hhe Hhe Healing -ealing -ealing -ealing -ealing - The city of Lydda was about 23
miles northwest of Jerusalem. Here Peter encoun-
tered a man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden
for eight years, unable to work, unable to walk,
unable to take care of his own needs, and seemingly
without hope. Ask: In what ways does this man
picture the condition of all those outside of Christ?

Peter spoke to the man, “Aeneas. . . arise, and
make your bed.” Ask: In what ways did Aeneas’
healing differ from what is flaunted today as “divine
healing?” (It was immediate, without fanfare or
hysteria, no payment required, God was given the
glory.)

The result of this healing resulted in a great
spreading of the Gospel. Everyone in and around
Lydda saw the man walking, and most likely talking
about what had happened to him. His testimony led
to many turning to the Lord.

A Resurrection A Resurrection A Resurrection A Resurrection A Resurrection - Abiding in the city of Joppa was
a woman named Tabitha, or Dorcas in the Greek
language. The fact that she was well-known by her
Greek name leads us to believe she may have been
wealthy and educated. “But her real riches were her
good deeds. She was full of them and constantly
enriched the lives of others through them” (The
Complete Biblical Library, page 231). Ask: What was
Dorcas well-known for doing?

Dorcas became sick and died. Hearing that Peter
was nearby in Lydda, her friends sent word for him to
come to them without delay. When he arrived Peter
was greeted with the tears of grief-stricken friends.
Ask: In what way was Peter’s handling of this situa-
tion similar to that of Jesus’ in Mark 5:35-43? Why do
you think this was so?

Overcoming Prejudice Overcoming Prejudice Overcoming Prejudice Overcoming Prejudice Overcoming Prejudice - God had opened the
door for the Gentiles to receive the Gospel. Now
Peter steps through that door and knocks down the
wall of prejudice by staying in the home of Simon the
tanner. Ask: Why was his occupation cause for his
ostracism from Jewish society? Discuss ways
churches may unwittingly ostracize people from their
congregations.

A Lesson Learned A Lesson Learned A Lesson Learned A Lesson Learned A Lesson Learned - About 30 miles north of
Joppa was Caesarea, which had become the capital
of Judea. Stationed in the capital was a special
band of Roman soldiers known as the Italian band,
commanded by a man named Cornelius.

“Some Gentiles in those days were tired of the
foolishness and immorality of the religions of
Rome and Greece. Many, including Cornelius,
found something better in the teaching of the
synagogues and accepted the truth of the one true
God who is holy, righteous and good” (The Com-
plete Biblical Library, p. 237). Ask: What leads us
to believe Cornelius had adopted the God of Israel?

Discussion Time - Discussion Time - Discussion Time - Discussion Time - Discussion Time - Divide your class into two
groups. Assign group one to read Acts 10:9-28 and
discuss this controversial passage. Answer the
questions: Do these verses contradict or do away
with the dietary laws in Leviticus 11:41-47? What
was the purpose of Peter’s vision? Ask someone to
read Acts 10:28 aloud. Then why aren’t these
verses giving permission to eat unclean meats?
Assign group two to read Acts 10:34-48 and
discuss Peter’s message, and the order in which
the events of Cornelius’ conversion, filling of the
Holy Spirit, and baptism take place. Be ready to
answer the following questions: What is necessary
to have your sins remitted – pardoned? Is it pos-
sible to become a child of God and not have His
Holy Spirit indwelling you? Is there a difference
between being indwelt indwelt indwelt indwelt indwelt by the Spirit, and filledfilledfilledfilledfilled
with the Spirit? (Allow adequate time for these
discussions, as some of the ideas are controversial.
Remember, our beliefs must be based on Scrip-
ture, not on tradition, as was the case of the Jews.)
Bring your groups back together and have them
present their findings.

EvEvEvEvEvididididideeeeencncncncnce oe oe oe oe offfff Tr Tr Tr Tr True Cue Cue Cue Cue Cooooonnnnnvvvvveeeeerrrrrsiosiosiosiosion n n n n - The Jews are
referred to in Acts 10:45 as being of the circumci-
sion. This was a distinction that identified them
with Judaism. But, this was not just another Jewish
sect. Peter did not order these new believers to be
circumcised. Instead he said, “"Can anyone keep
these people from being baptized with water? They
have received the Holy Spirit just as we have”
(NIV). Baptism identified them with the death,
burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. It linked
them with the body of believers, the church.
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LLLLLESSONESSONESSONESSONESSON 9: 9: 9: 9: 9:

A GA GA GA GA GENTILEENTILEENTILEENTILEENTILE

CCCCCHURCHHURCHHURCHHURCHHURCH

OOOOOBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVES
At the end of this study, participants will be able to:
1. Distinguish between the oral law and the written

law.
2. Describe the inhabitants of Antioch and the

circumstances surrounding the founding of this
church.

3. Tell how this first Gentile church stretched out its
hand to aid the church in Jerusalem.

BBBBBACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUND
The modern reader may have trouble making

the distinction between what they might call the
religion of the Old Testament and the religion of the
Jews – Judaism. But there are very strong distinc-
tions. By the time Jesus came on the scene, Judaism
was a highly developed religion that, while it recog-
nized the written Law of Moses as its cornerstone, it
had also a much more elaborate oral law. And it is
not always immediately clear in the New Testament
which law is being talked about.

Jesus cautioned his audiences not to assume that
he came to do away with the law – he said not one
jot or tittle could pass from the written law. But then
he proceeded to challenge the law at every turn.
What may not be obvious to us is the fact that the
law he was challenging was the oral law, what he
called their “traditions.” He stated on one occasion,
“You have a fine way of setting aside the commands
of God in order to observe your own traditions!”
(Mark 7:9 NIV). Jesus is drawing the distinction
between the written law – the Law of God, and their

Acts 11:19-30; Leviticus 19:33-34;
Numbers 15:13-19

SSSSSCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURES

traditions – the oral law. The problem was that the
oral law was actually in conflict with the written
law in far too many ways.

Even the Apostles had trouble keeping these
two aspects of the law clear in their own minds. A
really noteworthy example of this shows up in the
tenth chapter of Acts.

HHHHHOWOWOWOWOW     TOTOTOTOTO L L L L LEADEADEADEADEAD T T T T THISHISHISHISHIS L L L L LESSONESSONESSONESSONESSON
The Gospel had been thoroughly developed

among the Jews at Jerusalem. As a result of perse-
cution it had spread up to Samaria through Philip.
The Gospel was given to a man who would take it
to Africa, the Ethiopian eunuch. But the Apostles
had to be convinced that this moving away from
being a Jewish sect, and reaching out to the Gen-
tiles, had to continue.

As news arrived in Jerusalem that Gentiles were
not only converted, but had received the gift of the
Holy Spirit and been baptized, the Jews were
indignant. They confronted Peter about the matter,
accusing him of breaking the Law of God.
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Sometime during the lesson, take time to discuss
the questions and answers in the Students’ Book.
Divide your class into two groups. Ask group one to
compare Leviticus 19:33-34 and Numbers 15:13-19
with Acts:10:28, and discuss the differences. Have
group two compare Genesis 2:15-17 with Genesis
3:1-5 and discuss the differences. Bring groups
together to present their findings. Ask someone to
read Matthew 5:17-19 aloud. Ask: In what ways
were the words of God changed? Ask someone to
read Revelation 22:18. G. H. Lang, in The Revelation
of Jesus Christ, says: “While in the strict letter the
threats of this terrible warning apply to the Revela-
tion, yet inasmuch as this portion of the Book of
God is rooted in, interwoven with, and is the
completion of all the Word of God, it becomes
impossible to tamper with this final book without
maltreating what had been given of God before.”
Ask: How do you think God feels about adding to
what He has said in other portions of Scripture?

This series, Christian Origins, is about how the
Christian church got started, and covers the devel-
opment of Christianity from the 120 who gathered
together on Pentecost. The progression of the early
church has moved through three major phases at
this point, taking the Gospel to Jerusalem, Judea,
and Samaria. Now the Apostles had to be convinced
that this movement should continue to “the ends of
the earth” (Acts 1:8 NIV).

In Acts 11:19 we are told that because of the
persecution surrounding the death of Stephen,
many believers were scattered as far away as Cyrene,
in northern Africa, and the isle of Cyprus in the
Mediterranean Sea. These were Grecians who met
in the Jewish synagogues and shared with the Jews
the Gospel of Christ.

But they didn’t stop there. These Christians
traveled to the city of Antioch. “Peter
had unlocked the door (to the Gen-
tiles) in Caesarea; they (Cypriot and
Cyrenian Jews) now pushed it open
wide. . . There in that pagan, utterly
immoral city of Antioch, these in-
spired Jewish Christians crossed the
great divide” (Exploring Acts, by John
Phillips). If Peter could take the
Gospel to the Gentiles, they would

too! Ask: When the “hand of the Lord” is upon
someone, what is the result? Can you give some
Old Testament examples of people who were
empowered by the “hand of the Lord?”

As a result of the Gospel being preached in
pagan, Gentile Antioch, a great number believed
and turned to the Lord. This was big news! And it
didn’t take long for this news to reach the Jerusa-
lem church. So Barnabas was sent to Antioch to see
if it was true. Ask: What do we already know about
Barnabas? What does his name imply? How did he
respond to these new converts?

A powerful Gentile church was established in
Antioch – the first! But, Barnabas realized this was
too big a job for him. It was now time to bring back
Saul, the firebrand who had been a great persecutor
of the church initially, but whom God had miracu-
lously converted on the road to Damascus. Ask:
What do you think made Barnabas feel that Saul
would fit in at Antioch? What qualified Saul for this
great Gentile undertaking?

After a year of sitting under Saul’s ministry, the
Antioch church undoubtedly grew in knowledge of
God’s Word and his ways. Saul was so diligent in his
teaching, that when news arrived, by way of proph-
ets from Jerusalem, that there would be a famine,
this Gentile church stretched out its hand to offer
assistance. This was a true act of charity – of love.
They were indeed “followers of Christ,” and as
such, were first called Christians.

Have your two groups again go to different
parts of the room. Ask group one to develop a “job
description” of what they consider to be the work of
the church. Group two is to discuss the ways they,
or their congregation, can aid others in times of
crisis. Bring the groups back together to present
their findings. Ask: Do you believe Jesus was

concerned with the physical needs of
people? Give reasons for your belief.
History and scholars tell us that
there were, in fact, several famines
that took place during the reign of
Claudius Caesar affecting the then
known world, the Roman Empire.
This would not be the end of suffer-
ing for the church. More persecu-
tions were to come.
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LLLLLESSONESSONESSONESSONESSON 10: 10: 10: 10: 10:

UUUUUNBELIEVINGNBELIEVINGNBELIEVINGNBELIEVINGNBELIEVING

PPPPPRAYERRAYERRAYERRAYERRAYER?????

OOOOOBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVESBJECTIVES
At the end of this study, participants will be able to:
1. Describe the circumstances surrounding the

arrest of Peter.
2. State that the conflict between the church and

the religious and political leaders was really a
spiritual battle.

3. Give details of Peter’s escape from a maximum-
security prison.

4. Tell how pride and presumption led to Herod’s
demise.

BBBBBACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUND
“When Herod Agrippa I became king over Judea

and Jerusalem, he did everything he could to gain
and hold the favor of the Jews. Unlike most of the
other Herods, he practiced the forms of the Jewish
religion faithfully. Apparently, he also saw and heard
enough from the Jewish leaders to know of their
fears and frustration with respect to the Apostles
and with respect to the continued spread of the
Church. He undoubtedly heard also how the
Sanhedrin had threatened the Apostles and how the
Apostles continued to preach Jesus” (The Complete
Biblical Library, p. 285).

HHHHHOWOWOWOWOW     TOTOTOTOTO L L L L LEADEADEADEADEAD T T T T THISHISHISHISHIS L L L L LESSONESSONESSONESSONESSON
Sometime during the lesson, take time to discuss

the questions and answers in the Students’ Book.
The church was growing by leaps and bounds, in

Jerusalem and also in other parts of the world. The
Jewish religious establishment was at odds with this
“new sect.” The basis of the conflict arose over the

Acts 12:1-25; Ephesians 6:10-18

SSSSSCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURESCRIPTURES

differences between the oral law and the written
Law of God, and adherence to them.

HHHHHeeeeerrrrroooood Td Td Td Td Takakakakakes Ses Ses Ses Ses Sididididides es es es es - Ask someone to read the
Background to the group. Since the Sanhedrin was
a powerful political as well as religious group,
Herod took their side in the conflict. He saw
persecution of Christian believers as a cheap way to
win favor with his Jewish subjects. After all, these
Christians “were a bunch of defenseless nobodies
and therefore safe targets for attack” (Exploring
Acts, by John Phillips).

In a merciless show of authority, Herod set
about to distress and afflict the church, culminat-
ing in the execution of James, the brother of John.
Thus, James became the first of the Apostles to be
martyred for his faith. Ask someone to read Mark
10:35-39 aloud. Ask: How was the death of James a
fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy?

When Herod saw how pleased the vindictive,
Christ-rejecting Jews were over the death of James,
Herod proceeded to have Peter arrested also. Since
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Peter was the acknowledged leader of the Apostles,
he was a likely target for further persecution.

DaDaDaDaDayyyyys os os os os offfff U U U U Unleanleanleanleanleavvvvveeeeenenenenened Brd Brd Brd Brd Breaeaeaeaead d d d d - Ask: Why do you
suppose that Herod kept Peter in prison during this
time, rather than executing him immediately, as he
did James?

Maximum Security - Maximum Security - Maximum Security - Maximum Security - Maximum Security - Divide your class into two
groups. Ask group one to read Acts 12:1-6 and
discuss the security measures taken to ensure Peter
didn’t escape, and be prepared to present their
findings when the groups come back together. Have
group two read Ephesians 6:10-18 and discuss how
“the full armor of God” was needed by those who
were praying for Peter, and present their findings to
the entire group. Bring both groups back together to
present their findings.

HHHHHeaeaeaeaeavvvvveeeeennnnn’’’’’s Is Is Is Is Intntntntnteeeeerrrrrvvvvveeeeentntntntntioioioioion n n n n -
Peter’s execution date had been
set. He was secured with chains
and guarded. Ask: What was
Peter doing the night before his
planned execution? How was
this possible? Ask members of
your group to share examples
from their own lives of God’s
peace in times of deep distress.

Peter’s work was not yet
complete. Herod meant to
silence this outspoken minister
of the Gospel, but God had
other plans. Ask: How was Peter freed from prison?
What was Peter’s reaction?

PPPPPeeeeettttteeeeer Cr Cr Cr Cr Cooooomes To Hmes To Hmes To Hmes To Hmes To Himseimseimseimseimselflflflflf -  -  -  -  - When Peter was safely
away from the prison, the angel suddenly disap-
peared. Dazed and in awe, Peter had to take the next
step. The first thing he did was to give God glory for
his safety. What should he do next? The most logical
thing was to seek out his fellow believers.

Prayer Meeting Prayer Meeting Prayer Meeting Prayer Meeting Prayer Meeting - Many people were gathered in
the home of Mary, the mother of John Mark, and
sister of Barnabas. The purpose of this gathering was
to pray for Peter. These early Christians were faith-
ful prayer warriors. But in some ways they were a lot
like us. Write the following list on a chalkboard or
newsprint pad and discuss each point: 1) At first
they didn’t believe their prayers had been answered.
2) They thought the answer to their prayers was too

good to be true. 3) They looked for another expla-
nation. 4) They were astonished when they realized
God had really answered their prayers.

Ask: Have you ever prayed for something, and
when your prayer was answered you were sur-
prised? Or have you ever felt, “What’s the use in
praying, this is a hopeless case?” Ask someone to
read Romans 8:24-27 aloud. Ask: What should we
do when we feel our situation is hopeless? Why?

TTTTThe Plighe Plighe Plighe Plighe Plight oht oht oht oht offfff the G the G the G the G the Guaruaruaruaruards ds ds ds ds - News of Peter’s
escape soon reached Herod’s ears. He summoned
the guards to account for Peter’s whereabouts.
They knew they were in big trouble. “According to
the code of Justinian, a guard who allowed a pris-
oner to escape was liable to the same penalty the
prisoner would have suffered” (Exploring Acts).

Herod was furious – how could a man
escape a maximum-security prison
without a trace? He had the guards put
to death.

HHHHHeeeeerrrrroooood’d’d’d’d’s Ds Ds Ds Ds Dooooowwwwwnfalnfalnfalnfalnfall l l l l - Herod left
Jerusalem to escape the humiliation of
having his prisoner escape. His mood
was foul. He was mad at everyone,
including the people of Tyre and Sidon,
who were dependent on Herod for food
during this time of famine. In an at-
tempt to gain favor with Herod, the
people entered the game of politics.
They befriended Blastus and asked him

to use his influence with the king.
A day of festivities was called for, and a throne

sat upon a dais. This was Herod’s chance to shine.
He stepped up to the platform and delivered an
oratory that caused the citizens to praise him and
call him a god. Again, divide your class into two
groups. Have group one read Proverbs 11:2-6, and
Proverbs 16:18-19. They are to discuss the results
of pride and be ready to present them to the entire
group. Have group two contrast Peter’s response to
Cornelieus, in Acts 10:25-26, with Herod’s re-
sponse in Acts 12:22, and the result. Call both
groups back together to discuss their findings.

SSSSSigigigigignificant nificant nificant nificant nificant “Bu“Bu“Bu“Bu“Buttttt”””””     - In spite of the persecutions,
the spread of the Gospel continued and the church
multiplied. God had established his church, and
nothing could prevail against it (Matthew 16:18)!



Making Life Work

COBT01


	1.pdf
	2.pdf
	3.pdf
	4.pdf
	5.pdf
	6.pdf
	7.pdf
	8.pdf
	9.pdf
	10.pdf
	11.pdf
	12.pdf
	1.pdf
	2.pdf
	3.pdf
	4.pdf
	5.pdf
	6.pdf
	7.pdf
	8.pdf
	9.pdf
	10.pdf
	11.pdf
	12.pdf

